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For various Fates Mankind are ſure dan dt! 
More various ſtill the Fates of Womankind! 


Caught by a Glance, or by a Frown undone, _ - 
And often court the Monſter they ſhou'd ſhun. 4 
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M PREFACE. 


* by the younger 4 Branches 


Bool of Entertainment have 
always been allow'd and en- 


courag'd, and notwithſtanding 


_ what ſome grave Pedants (who 
have not Humour enough to 
divert others, nor Wit to plea ſe 


themſelves) advance againſt the 


preſent Age; ſaying, with pre- 


tended Grief, That we are now 
more wicked than ever; I muſt 


declare , I think the reverſe : : for 
we are earher inſtructed in the 


Princi ples of Virtue, Religion 
and mr , than in any former 
Times. Na ay, we have thrown 


off that ſtupid Cuſtom, of Chil- 
Me: not being 1 Yer d to write 


or 


P R EFAC E. 

A or read any Kind of This 5 1 * 7 
1 before it 1s per us'd by the 4 „ 
Vor engage in any Addis 127 F11 
lar al ) "ſo that the t Fay 1 
, Virtue apas only hen 
Stud bat now our Du, & 
= 79 g early into the Praſtiss, 
are ſoon acquainted with the 
anners of Men, and avoid 
ing made Enthuſiaſts to falſe 
Doftrines, or bubbled by wicked 
efigners : Nor can Thelp think- 
ing this Reformation is 0Wing, 
„ a great Meaſure, to the pre- 
fent Manne ring. 


1 pe wiſe | and beſt of Au- 
- | 1 formen employd their 
4 Time in that Species of Litera- 
4 pr e, c 4 Romance ; where 
1 Ws! every 


„ PREFACE 
every Character L unnatural, 
ww Virtue aggravated, and 
e " - 1 Piece of. Hegoiſm above 
Mie apacit o, Mortals to per- 
Form.  ContafTales of this Kind 
— any Emulation. either in 
Man. or omas? No, they 
only ſerv'd to fl the Minds of. 
our Touth with himfucgt 1geas ; 
to moke them diſpiſe every com- 
mon Object, tho ever ſa worthy ; 
aud oaks: ther + Regard upon 
| nothing Hut thoſe fantaſtical 
Heroes, who could conquer Giants 
and cut Monſters te piece. 
4 Jne Pro, pen bur modern 
ſt © have. of their 
Mi i 4 eſſe: Y Ae e if they 
no other, 
that 4 wh romantick Ecole! 
J Tereas 
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aind in them ſhould e- 


Author will receive more 
Satisfaction than the conſcious 


Weakneſs of his Abilities pro 


mid him. 
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ather was a Merchant, 
oyal- Exchai 
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was very, young. 


left my Mother a Jointure of five 
Ann. and a great deal of 


to be diſpos d of 
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18 The Hiſtory of f 
ſhould think convenient, not confininng 
her Conduct in the leaſt: For his Opinion 
of her was too good, even to think ſne 
would have us'd it in the idle Manner 
ſhe afterwards did. To me he bequeath'd 7 
ten Thouſand Pounds for a Fortune, to 

be paid either on the Day of Marriage, 
or elſe when J attain d my eighteenth 7 
Year; which, together with the Ma-. 
nagement of my Education, he entruſted 7 
to her Care: For he thought none more 
capable of ſuch a Truſt than herſelf, hay; 
ing been always too fond of her to fee 
A 


*. 


— e 
„ 
8 
5 
n 
3 7 
* 2 


into her Faults. A 
But before I proceed any farther, to 
give you the greater Inſight into the Si-. 
tuation in which my Father left me, it 
will be requiſite to give ſome Account of I 
__ + GEESE A 

. _ She was a Woman of an extravagant, 

deo Temper; though ny Hater, | 

being very wealthy, never thought 1 


5 - 4. . LY 
ON Shy? 
> 2 

22 & 


Thing of what ſhe ſpent: And ſhe too 
Ge not' to ſhew any of her Haughti- | 
= - neſs to him, leſt he ſhould with-hold his 
> Minificence. But, alas! when he. was 


bil Shakeſpear 19 


1 400 , and ſhe entirely Miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf, her Temper too apparently. and I. 
may fay, too fatally ſhew'd itſe 

7 Fatally indeed for me, for it was the 
chief Cauſe of my Fr ubſoquent Mis- 
F fortunes. | 
* Shewas reckon'd to have. been. very 


—_— 


A handſome ; ; but was, at the Time of her 


being left a Widow, very much upon 
the Decline, yet had ſtill a high Opinion 
of her Charms; and would ever after 
abhor the Perſon that would once tell 
her, her Beauty was faded: Wherefore 
nought pleas'd her but Flattery, and 
9 ſhe deem d that Man very ill-bred that, 

in her Company, paid his Reſpects elſe. 
Y where than to, thoſe Eyes, whole Luſtre 
2 was now much impair'd; or that did not 
bs praiſe the beautiful Symmetry of her 
F catures, and her ivory Complexion ; 
And it muſt be ond, ſhe had one 
been very agreeable. In ſhort, ſhe 
thought no Body excell'd her, ſuch was 
ber intolerable. Vanity. To ſee a Wor © 


man paid a greater Regard to than her- PE : | 


| lf was her See eateſt Torment. 1 7 = 


* * fog © ; A N 
* n * 
2. : 9% 
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* 8 
I „ "Wo. 
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wouid ſwell with Envy and Indignation, 
and her Behaviour plainly betray d her 
Uneaſineſs, as well as it's Source. o ⁶⁵ 
this was * athded a very fiery, paſſionate 8 
Temper, which would induce her to 
break out into Expreſſions very little 
becoming the Character of a modeſt 7 
Woman, when ſhe thought herſelf an 
Way reprov'd, or her Foibles in the | 


lealt glanc d at: And, knowing her 
own Faults, though ſhe never ſtrove to 


correct them, would take People's Diſ- 
courſe that ſeem'd to touch her (tho' 
not ſo meant) to be aim'd at herſelf, * 
which made her very ridiculous where- 'Y 


5 ever ſhe came. 


- She was, for theſe Reaſons, ed 4 


by all her better Sort of Female Ac- | 
quaintance, and | ſeldom ſeen in any | 


Company of ſuperior, or even equal 
Rank to herſelf. She herded chiefly # 
with thoſe, who, for the ſake of being 
treated, would Aatter her Weakneſs, and | 


take Care never to touch on that un- 


grateful String, her Vanity; or mention 
8 Tony: * her Follies,” without it- was to *| 


Es. 


1 
* 1 
i 


gain PIR End in praiſing them, ſo as to 
make them appear Virtues to her: And 
as ſhe thought there could be no End 
to her Riches, ſhe car'd not what Price 


F Vanity fed“! ö 

7 : She had been always a Woman af 
2 Intrigue ; but my Father, being an eaſy 
3 temper'd Man, and having a very great 
Affection for her, was blind to her 
MNlanner of Liying, which yet was con- 


1 her; he anſwer d, Fen let her di as fbe 
3 will, J . nothing by ber that's bad:: 


3 | Yay; and I am ſure this is a Womant's 


any hing that's ſaid of her. 
HerCharaQter was blaſted all about the 


Hoon 1255 Week's Chat of the, TONS 


— E 
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e paid for having ber dear, dear 


ſpicuous to every one elſe: Nay, when 
ſome buſy People repreſented to him 
her Conduct, deſiring him to reſtrain 


Soty, if we, had it from the fjirf 
= Fond: For I know they all enuy ber, 
# becauſe ſhe ſurpaſſes them in Beauty, 
de, ef be certain, I fban't mind © 


| City of London. She had ſundry 2 


* 


Y Beſides, I ſeldom heed what Women 
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22 The Hiſtory ,, ] 
' Politicians, by whom her patch'd Re- 1 | 
putation had been often ean vas d. = 
In about three or four Years after 
my Father's Deceaſe, my Mother's 
more genteel 1 began to 
know her real Diſpoſition, and to 
drop their Familimity; 1o that, in five 
Years Time, it was a Wonder to ſee 
her in any other Company, than ſuch 
| as came to ſee her for the ſake of 
being treated; and who would not 
have car'd, when they had got wat 
they could out of her, if ſhe had been 


« oak 


— — 


Hhang'd. As for the others, they never 
came near her; and, when ſhe viſited, 
1 were not at Home, or at once to pre- 


vent further Importunity, very buſy. 
I was now about twelve Years 

and very ſprigatly ; and though hay 
had forſaken my Mother, they did not 
forget me, eſteeming my Company # 
very much, and looking upon me to 
be very agreeable. They often told 
me I had a great Share of Wit, more 
than could be expected from one of 
= my Years, ſo that I was ſeldom at Home 
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with my Mother, excepting at N. ight; 


and, as I was too young to give her 
an 'Umbrage, ſhe ſeldom minded wh at 
1 id or where I was. 


CHAP. II. 


7 chucks; of Cutter. Arriual 7 
Cordelio and his ÞFrzand, who be 


had delrver'd from Robers. 


| 


| 


HE Perſon that I ſpent moſt Part 
1 of my Time with, was an agree- 
able, ſenſible young Lad y, whom TI 

Y ſhall diſtinguiſh by the Name of 
Leonora. She was a Widow, the Re- 
ict of an honourable Knight, and lv'd 
upon her Jointure. | 

She was of a merry Diſpoſition ; and, 
her Temper ſuiting very much with 
mine, we were feldom afunder. She 
ſcarcely paid a Viſit, or made an En- 
NY her an Without me. This gave . 


24 The Hiftory o, 
me an Opportunity of knowing all her 
l Acquaintance and Relations. She hardly 
ever undertook any Thing, without my 
being firſt conſulted. I was her greateſt 
COonfidant, and the Miſtreſs of her moſt 
| boſom Secrets. She told me all the .@ 
| moſt remarkable Paſſages of her Life, 
and of every Relation ſhe had. Among 
others ſhe often mentioned a Relation 
ſhe had, call'd Cyrdelio, then on his 
| Travels, for whom ſhe always expreſs'd | | 
a a particular Regard ; repreſenting him 
to me as an agreeable, learned, polite | 
Gentleman. 1 
As I knew her to be a Woman of | g 
good Underftanding and Judgment (for + 4 
ſuch was her univerſal Character) 1 | | 
could not in the leaſt doubt him, what 
| The averr'd him to be. She had ſo 
often deſcrib'd him as a very accom- |: 
pliſh'd Gentleman, that I had form'd to 
myſelf a very pleaſing Idea of him, 
and long'd impatiently for his Return: 
But little did I think of the fatal Con- 
ſequence —— of the many Misfortunes 


85 that Return was to plunge me into, or I 
* 5 ſhou d 1 
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3 © thould not have ſo ardently deſir d 
it. 


9 
Ws, 
3 


WW 
bh 


"= Sitting one the with pony Mit 
4 cout any m_— Company, her Footman 
e her up a Letter, which I 
obſerv d her peruſe with a Coun- 
tenance that Jem d to ſpeak a deal 
To Satisfaction. When ſhe finiſh'd 
reading it, Here, ſays ſhe, turning her- 
ell to me, here's News for you a My 
Chin Cordelio, the Gentleman whom 
Jus have ſo often heard me commend, 
15 nigher Home than We imagin'd; 
i 4 for bere be informs ae, he expelis to. 
Lo me To-morrow Night. — Here, 
Jon may read it yourſelf. 1 am 
Yr you defire to be arquainted With 
= him, as much as I dv to ſee him; 
4 Jar 1 know I ſet your Curinſity on the 
Ege. Saying this, ſhe flung me the 
0 FF Letter to rl ; Which, as ſhe never 
„ denſanded of me, ſo did not return it, 
but have ſtill preſery'd it tafe through 
the Flood of my Misfortunes, for his 
bk | Ike, by whom it is fubſcrib'd. 


r 5 0% JL wn TOY a0 OOTY YN 


3 
4 * 1 V s 
I 
2 i . 1 « 
'S | 7 70 | 


26 The Hiftory o 
55 LEONORA. 


| Dear Covs1N, ; 
'T IS with Impatience I have long d 


y my dear Leonora. Hard it is t0 


expreſs the Foy hade in finding myſelf | 


ſence : But, be aſſur d, I have not had 
a greater Satisfaction theſe three Years 


than at preſent, in being able to inform 
you, I hope the Pleaſure of ſeeing you, 


in your own Houſe, Tomorrow Night; 

when I ſhall be better able to expreſs 
the Regard I have for her, who, as 
a Friend, and as a Relation, 15 N 
dear to 


Conbr 110. 9 


1 was at the reading this Letter fill d | 


with an unſpeakable Joy, for which 
I could give no Reaſon ; and felt certain 
Emotions, which T could no Way. ac- 
count for: But I have fince -believ'd 
i to be a Kind of * Love; 1 


to fee my Friends, and particular 


ſo near them, after fo long an Ab- 
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and, ſor certain, eyery Perſon in my 
Circumſtances . have been the ſame 


F Py 
1 
* 
1 
1 
9 
5 
I . 1 
3 
17 
Fi 2 


As it was no uncommon Thing for 


me (when my Mother knew where 
I was) to ſpend three or four Days 
with Leonora, I lay with her that 
"RN ight, and reſoly'd to ſtay with her 


all the following Day. We im- 


L patiently expected the next Day; 3 and 


to me, who had ſo great a Curiofity 


F 3 to ſee him, it was an Age. In ſhort, 
Day was far ſpent, and we ftill ex- 
3 pected, but no Sign of him. At 


length it ſtruck Ten, and we gave 


over all Thoughts of ſeeing him that 


Night. On hearing a Noiſe in the 


Street, Leonora rung for her Foots 


man, whom ſhe order'd to go and 


enquire the Occaſion of it. When 
he return'd, he told us, There was 4 
Hue and Cry after ſome Villains, Wu 
had groſsly abus d a Gentleman in at- 


I >» boy 2 . 
* * * 5 
"bc. 4 
S's * 1 o % 
oo 


tempting: to rob him; that he had 


reſiſted them with 4 great deal ß; 
Valo ar, till he had S0 ſome Help- 
Fr 8 bur 
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but that he had been very much 
hurt. 1 
Leonora told me ſhe ſuf pected | 
this might be her Couſin ; en, in- 
deed my Fears for him (for though! 
I knew him not as yet, I felt 
a ſecret Boding in my Soul, which 
told nie 1 ſhould be ſorry if he 
| were hurt) ſuggeſted me the ſame 
| Suſpicion. The Gentleman's Be- 
| haviour, and the Footman ſaying he 
was a Country Gentleman, augmen- 
ted our Fright. She order'd the | 
Footman to enquire who it was, 
When a loud Rap at the Door rais'd | 
our Spirits; and taking this to be 
 _ Cordelio, as indeed it was, we. retir'd 
00 compoſe ourſelves, which we did 
mn a Minute. | 
Atſter ſome Delay, he was conducted 
0 8 to the Room where we both were. He 
immediately flew to Leonora; and, 
E z .. catching her in his Arms, embrac'd her 

with all the Joy imaginable : But ſne 
Le 12 interrupted his Raptures, to preſent him 
. . 80 | ls him, That TY: Had, 43 

for | 
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for a long while, an earneſt Deſire of 
being aequainted with him, through the 
Character ſne had often given her of 
him; and that ſhe was a Perſon very 
worthy of his Eſteem : Upon which he 
very civilly faluted me; faying, He 
& hopd 1 would forgive his Rudeneſs, 
iin not leeing me before; but the Joy 
he had in beholding a Perſon ſo dear to 
him as Leonora, after ſo long an Ab- 
ſence, had prevented his minding any 
T hing elſe; but that he ſhould always 
have a Regard for a Perſon, whom his 
kind in. had 10 dearly recommend- 
ed. 

He was a Man ſomething above the 
common Size, fair ae. and 
well ſhap'd, neither too fat or too lean: 
He was about twenty-five Years of. # 2? 
Age, and had ſomething in his Face 
that Prpmis d a great deal of good Hu- 
mour. His firſt Appearance charm'd 
me. He caught me two or three Times 
ſtaring at him, which put me very W 
to the * But A as he afterwards, 5 


4 ver- Spuure, J heard the claſhing of 
| ho Swords; and, by the Help of a 
Lamp, which nous very nigh, per- | 


7 Swords and Piſtols, preſſing very 
e hard upon a ſingle Gentleman; who, 
© with a Rapier, defended himſelf ver 
© well. I immediately drew my Sword, 
e and made up to help him: When 3 
47S one of the three {wearing a bitter i 
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for ſhe had the Day before prepar' d 
done: But he ſtopp'd him, and addreſs d 
| himſelf to her. Dear Couſin, /ays 
be, I muſt beg you to defer this for 
8 a little while, till T have ſeen a Gen- 
„ tleman, with whom I have made F*« 
bold to trouble your Houſe, taken 4 

4 Care of. The Caſe is this: After 1 
4 had put up my Horſe, I was haſten- 
< ing hither as faſt as I could; when, 
coming near that Corner of this | 


The Hiſtory | of 


told me, attributed it to nothing but 


c 
His unfaſhionable Dreſs. Ec 
Leonora call'd to her Footman, and = « 


order'd him to bring in the Collation, 


Street, that turns off towards Hano- 


4 ceivd three Men well arm'd with 


| 2 Oath, 3 
A. 1 ; * 3 
2 e = "3g 
ET 1 L ” x 5 
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* Oath, ſaid, If I canfyygear, he would 
= blow my Brains out Not heeding 
„ what he ſaid, I advanc'd pretty haſti- 
* ly, on which one of them fir'd upon 
F< us, ſhot the Gentleman through the 
* Ark! and immediately fled. I in- 
| i * ftantly conducted him into a Shop; 
and, having ſearch'd his Wound, 
„which F found not to be very dan- 
gerous, I ty'd a Handkercief about 
* it, to ſtop the Bleeding. But ima- 
3 gine my Joy, when I found the Per- 
| * fon, whom I had thus timely reliev d, 
“vas one to whom I had been much 
J obligd, and who was a particular 
* Friend. Finding him well enough to 
1 „ walk hither, I forced him to come ry 
and I muſt treſpaſs ſo much upon 
W*< your good Nature, as to beg of yow =. 
„to let him lie here To- night, having 
“ already ſent for a Surgeon to dreſs His 
> i 7 Aſter I have feen my 
“Friend taken Care of, I ſhall wait n 
you, and obey you in what xyemrñ1 
F pleaſe,” Dear Couſin, anf 
= | conora, 1 command my Houſe, as if 
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it were your own; and I need not 
[OR aſſure vou, that you are as wel- 
„ 

When the Surgeon had dreſs d Th | 
Wound, he told us, That it was not 
very dangerous, but that he requir'd 
ſome Reſt. 

After we had left him to his Repoſe, 
we all partook of the Collation ; with 
which having refreſh'd ourſelves for 
that Night, we each of us retir'd. 
The next Day, as my Mother's Time 
of Leave was expir'd, I was oblig'd to 2 
go Home for that Day, otherwiſe ſhe ; t 
would have exercis'd her Severity on P 
5 Leonora engag'd me to ſpend the 1 
next Day with her, and promis'd to ir 
ſend her Footman to obtain Leave for le 
me from my Mother that Evening. 

I ſpent the Day but dully, in poring 
over {ome old Books. In the Evening fe 
Leonora's Footman came to invite me, b 


as was before determur d, and obtain d In 
eie. 8 
At Night I went to Bed, but not E 


to taſte of Sleep, or calm Repoſe. The Þ 
. 1 
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42 pleaſing Slumbers, that I us'd to enjoy, 
vere Strangers to my Breaft ; and if I, 
for a Minute, clos'd my Eyes, I thought 

| 1 law Cordelzy plac'd before me. "Jo 

2 + ſhort, I ſcarcely ſlept all Night for 


1 ES een within me, which in all the 
Books I had ever read, were repreſented 
q as Signs of growing Love. 

I roſe early in the Morning and 
des myſelf, in order to go to Lo- 
noras. My Mother was ſeldom up 
till near Noon, as ſhe commonly ſpent 
the Remainder of the Day, and good 
Part of the Night, in ſuch Company as 
I have before deſcrib'd : However, hav- 
ing before obtain'd my Credentials, I 
left Word with a Servant whither I was 
ene. 

When I enter d Leonora's Parlou r, L 
1 found her and Chr delis, with Breakfaſt 
before them, waiting for me. He im- 
mediately roſe up and ſaluted me. It 
greatly pleas d me to think he did it 
with more Warmth than the preceding 
1 IR, vida. pals'd ſome Compliments 
FE D on © 
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Was not as yet ſtirring. 
of ſome comical Adventures 
which had befallen him, he came to re- 
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on my Beauty, which I had the Vanity 


to think none of the meaneſt, we took 
our Seats at the Tea-Table, ere we 
begg'd ſome ſhort Account of his Tra- 


vels, and in what Manner he had been 
oblig'd to the wounded Gentleman, who 
Having told 
a Hiſtory 


late the Riſe of his Acquaintance with 
* Gentleman. 


EN 
The Adventures of Cordelio. 


(Cc 


“ debted, on this Account: When 1 
„was in Florence, one of the chief 
Cities in the great Dukedom of 74½ 
88 cany, a very handſome Lady happen- 
ing to fit near me one Day in Church, 
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ov 
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cc Vaud * 9 /ays he, 18 a Gentleman | 1 
to whom I ſtand very much i \ 
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ſeem'd to obſerve me very ſtrictly; 


and, ſeeing ſhe was attended by a 

„. Gentleman who appear'd to me to 
„ have Authority over her, beſides her 
„Woman, there was no Poſſibility of 
“ ſpeaking to her. Reſolving to know 


her Reaſons for noticing me ſo ſtrict- 
ly, as well as to play a Piece of Gal- 
lantry, I ſtepp'd aſide and wrote her 


4 a Bit of a Note, ſetting forth, That 


having ſeen her lift up. her Veil to 
wipe her Face (for the Weather .was 


F< exceſſive hot) her Eyes had wounded ' 
me fo deeply, that unleſs ſhe took 
ſome Pity on me, and did me the 
Honour of converſing with me for a 

„ few Moments, that I might know 


| 1 my Fate, I was inevitably loft. 

| © This I folded up, without any 

Direction; and, as the People were 
„going out of Church, I pluck'd her 


J * Duenna by the Sleeve. / enerable 
. I Mother, I am wicked; I am a vry 


„ wicked nber Au Sn. ſays ſhe; 
* which of us is mot? Ab Mothers 
reply'd I, mine iS 4 ra: of the 


Z 2 7 


5. I ry of | 7 
« deepeſt Dye: And ] had laſt Night a 


„Vin, whereby I Was 22 

« That, without your Aſſiſtance, all | 

« my E forts for Pardon would be in- 

« effettual. Son, reply'd ſhe, acquaint © I 
4 


. 


« me but in what Manner to prucecd, 
and I ſhall be glad, as far as my | 
« poor Prayers can go, to help vo. 
„In this Paper, Mother, reply'd I, zs 


c 
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fet down the Nature of my Crime, 4 1 
and the Saint againſt whom it is: 1 | 
« committed ; giving her, at the ſame | 
„ Time, the Letter for her Miſtreſs: 15 
« And here Mother (giving her a ſmall 
« Bill of Exchange) are the Diregtions 4 ; 
« how to proceed, the Contents of 1 'F 
« which I would have none partake 
c but. yourſelf. Well, Son, ſays ſhe, I 
« ſhall do my E ndear: var, and ſhall , 
« meet you here Toi-morrow at 615 4 1 
« Hour to know your Succeſs. [ 
„ Accordingly the next Day I fol- 1 
__ ©. low'd her, going out of Church, at- 
4 tending the ſame Perſons. Young. 
« Man, ſays ſhe, *twas ill done, I mar 
« needs tell you, to pitch upon me 10 
| « carry 
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| carry your . filthy Meſſage. Was 


there 10 one to be found in the whole 


City fit for ſuch an Undertaking, 


but a Woman of my Tears and Gra- 
vity ® But there will come a Time 
when you ſhall anſwer for all theſe 
Things. Alas]! Mother, reply'd I, 
how can you be offended with me for 
ſtriving to ſave my Life ® Did you 
but know the Pains I now endure, 
your Charity would induce you to 


* © 7ntercede. But, dear Mother, accept 


of this ſmall Gratuity for the Trou- 


ble you have been at; and, ſince it 


is doom'd that you will make me 
unhappy, I ſhall ſoon find a Means to 
rid me of my Life, which is now 
become a Burden to me. Saying this 
I gave her a Purſe, with ten Guineas 


in it, and turn'd my Back, as if T 


meant to depart, but obſerv'd that 
ſhe look'd in the Purſe and ſeem'd 
well pleas d; which, having done, 
Syn] Son ! ſays ſhe, for fear I ſhould 
commit a mighty Sin, in being accef- 


2 © jary to the depriving you of your 


ce Life, ; 


2 ' Life, 1 fall deliver your, Letter to 


fo be your Letter-Carrier , but, ſince c 


« at Veſhers, on Wedneſday, I iſ 6 
« tell you my Succeſs. = 


ell, fays ſhe, I have inform'd my Þ 
BE - Laiy of your Paſſion; and ſhe tells 


vValiers, that I know, Woitld give 
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my Lady, if you'll promiſe mg that 
© You have no all Def Hen, But on your- 
ſelves be the Guilt: For my Part I R 
* ſpall waſh my Hands on #\; —. if 1 8 
4 dy it, lis for a good End. Jis to 4 
« ſave your precious Life: Though had 
« 1 known your Buſineſs before, yo 

% ſhould wever have prevail d on mne 


cc 


« 7 have undertaken it, Heaven orbid R« 


„ fbould be acceſſary to the Death of 4 
« any one, much leſs of ſuch d hand- 


« ſome Cavalier. If you meet me here 


I went accordingly the Day a 1 
pointed, and found her by herſelf. | 


e me, ſhe noted you. Jou are a 
« happy Man; how many young Ca- 1 


< the beft Thing they have, 10 be | 
« noted by her? But it is all in 
< Vain; * is fo modeſt, | that ſhe | 
IR _ NEVer . 


1 f you 1 = . 22 
„ could be almiſt induced to think 
F< you carry à Charm about you, you 


“ hanughty Fellow, and jealous of his: 


F bceded you, bed have a Dozen of 
FBravoes af your Heels. But be © 
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1 e never finds them. Mell, I can 


( 


t hal for her, that I belieus 
we the firſs Man ſhe ever heeded. 


"F< look fo handſome. Mell, there 
„ was a Day, when I was as pretty 
as ver à one of them. But, ab! 
„ theſe are paſt ! —— But dear, dear 
"F< Creature, ſaid I, I'm impatient 
„fon Aye, aye, I warrant, you 
are longing to know what my Lady 
„ /ays to you—— She bids me tell you 
her Name is Abina. —— Hell, I 
“cant belp thinking you Were born 
“ ander a lucy Planet, you bewitc D 
the Women ſ% —— But to the Bufi= 
nes ——O! ſhe is à lovely Cen- 
ture, Lil ſay that for her —— But, 
as as /aying, ber Name ix 
J Abira. She is the Daughter "of 


“ Alonzo Piccarini de Peralta, a very 
„ Honour. „ he knew his Daughter” 
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ig out of Town, nor d we expect 
him this Week, therefore V babe 


yon make good Un of your Tr Time. To- 


as. Or rOW Morning ſbè Il be glad to Yee 


« you : But, as ſbe is ſiriftly watch d, 


« you muſr pretend Buſineſs from her 


[2 Father otherwiſe you won't be 


admitted. Having promis'd to go, 
4 ſhe went a little Way, but turn'd 


* back again. Harkye, Son, ſays ſhe, 


ahnt think any Thing ould have 


4 prevail d with me, but that I fear 'd 
« the Death ſuch a goodly Cavalier. 
« No, nor that ſame,” had I thought 
« -you had amy ill Den. Mell, Son, 
« fare you well; don't fail; and be- 


« fure don't tempt my young Lady to 


any Thing that's ill, for it would 
PE be the Death of me, and 1 know "foe 


„She would have continu'd her 
WW © Prating longer, had I not bethought 
me, and gave her two Ducats ; 


bas a Regard for you. 


Which ſhe took, and excus'd her- 

. laying, She did not at all ex- 
« peſt. it— And then trudg'd away. | 
ay The a 
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Sophia keen, 4r 
The next 7 ay, according to Ap- 


ointment, I met my Duenna near 
the Church, who ſhew'd me the 
Way, but left me when in Sight 
of — Palace; where, according to 
my Information, found her read y. 
to receive me. She introduc'd me 
to the Lady, who entertain'd me 
a good while, and declar'd a very 
great Love for me, yet ſeem'd very 
nice of her Honour; ; but told me, 
If I lik'd her for a Wile, ſhe was 
ready to marry me and undergo her 
Father's Diſpleaſure, but other- 
wiſe I need never cape any Thing 
A 

« For this ſhe gave. me four Days 
to conſider, for in a Week ſhe 
expected her Father in Town. FF 
left her that Morning, with a Promiſe 
of waiting on her the next Day. 
As I came from her Houſe, ar rather 


Palace, a Perſon tapp'd me on the 
Shoulder, FO J had remember' /ÿz— 
n England.” This a 45 
was Nicander. Pray Sor, ſays he, | N 


to have ſeen 


8 give 


ive me Leave to as 


c anſwer; 


may gueſs your Buſineſs ? "Twas Þ 
© eprth the Lady of the Flouſe, who $ 
* /ays ſhe is the Daughter of an Italian 
« Nobleman. But take care of ber; 


av. Joins in onder Palace? 
' you Were doing in yonder Falace © 
But without giving me Time to 


, believe, Sir, ſays he,, 


* mind not what ſhe ſays; for, in; 


« fbort, Sir, ſhe is one of the greateſt 
* Courtezans in Florenee, and the 
* mecreſt Tilt that ever was born. 
«She knows ſhe is very handjome, i 
Et and bas Spies at every Gate of th 
« City, ty inform her of what Stran- 
gers come into Florence, and whether | 
lf © hey be rich. Theſe Spies are of all 


« Nations, and learn exaitly from the 


« S&jvants who they are. Tor theſe| 
« he lays wait; and, if fhe intraps | 
- -* them, ſeldom lets them go, till ſhe 
has empty'd their Pockets, And then 


' 


= «© /cofingly forſakes them. To ſome 
_ 2 promiſes private Marriage, her 
Father being very jealous; and} 
Fo © thence takes a Time, when ſbe knows | 
$0 he 
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Ys their Pockets are well lin d, 19 have 
© the pretended Father break in ban 
* them, cut off all future Intercourſe 
by © betrween them, and plunder them of 
„ll the valualle Things they have. 
IK © This, Sir, is the Manner in which 
n8 © * ſbe treats all thafe Perſons, who 
are /o weak as to be enamour'd 
* with ber beauteous Appearance. — 
Being, Sir, entirely a Stranger to 
* you, it may be a /ittle ſurpriging 
* to be accofted in this Manner, 
# © But my having feen you in ſane of 
2 « the C nfee-Houſes in London, and 
"1 „ knowing you to be my Collie © > 
8 © man, cngag'd me ty inform you of = 
18 © the Danger you are in. Experiences 
8 © has comine'd me of what tl. 
8 © you; for I wwas ane of thoſe cafy 
53 " Fools, that bade been ficee'd m 2 
- © ome ' Purpoſe. But leſs you fhowd = 
ml I: * pelt the Truth of what I ſay, © 
; © 1 can bring yiu to a Place where 
„on may be better injorm'd ; which 
i © 1 1 hall 
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« (elf the Trouble to come along with = 
W MC = 
„ To this T made him ſuch an il 
« Anſwer, as civilly gave him to 
« underſtand I cou'd not believe 
« him. Upon this he was forry 1 
| * was ſo incredulous, but wou'd be 
| « glad to hear of my Succels; and, 
„ giving me Directions where to fing 
him, took his Leave. 9 
ln 
« conſider what he had ſaid; and, 
« though I ſcarcely credited it, yet | 
« T refolv'd to know the Truth, | 
The next Morning, according to 
© Appointment, I waited on Abina; 
and told her, That I had ſufficiently 
&. deliberated on what ſhe had pro- 
pos d, and was that Minute ready 
„ to marry her: And really, had 1 
« found her to be a Woman of 
Honour, I ſhou'd have done ſo. 
But Providence, T hope, had 
Hand in the Diſappointment, and 
60 has Wr d me for the Arms of a 
. 1 more 


* 5 7 
—— — 2 
= * 


* by 7 : — 


n 25 ———r—rð5rĩ &ꝗ 8D —— L= — 
— — — — —— — — —— — — — — —— OS — 
44 © * 
Hs. x 7 7 
: 
” 


Sophie Shakeſpear. 45 


« more worthy Lady, in my own 


95 ®K 
1 C ( 33 i 
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=. De the Time of this 8 ys he 
3 15 'd his Ey es ſtedfaſtly on me, which 
put me into ſome Confuſion; though, 
at the fame Time, nothing gave me 
greater Satisfaction, than to think that 
4 he meant me. 
She anſwer d me, That though 
4 ſhe lov'd me ex treamly, yet ſhe 
„ muſt be aſſur'd that I was a Perſon 
7 © of Subſtance ſufficient to maintain 
her; becauſe whoever took: her, 
15 unknown to her Father, muſt be 
„ content without a Fortune, as ſhe * 
was certain he wou'd never after. 
© have any Regard for her. I told 
4 her, As to that I wou'd give her 
« any Satisfaction in my Power, that 
„ ſhe ſhou'd demand. h, lays ſhe, 
the only Way I. have to Ae ts by 
« the Bills of Exchange and recom- 
« mendatory Letters, of which & Per 
« /on of * Appearance muſt have 
10 Plenty. *Tis theſe muſt convince 


6 e that you are a Perſon that. 


« Fortune 
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© Fortune you pretend to be. Madam, 
| © anſwer'd I, as for recommendatory | 
Letters I have many of them, io 
E ſeveral of the — of Perſonages of * 
the Towns, thro which I am to 
I paſs; but, as for Bills of Exchange, 
_* T ſeldom carry any about me. —— % 

« Hiw! no Bills of Exchange! re- 

* ply'd ſhe: in Amaze, how then is 

« zt poſſible for you to ſupport juch ® 
Grandeur as you do? Madam, 
“ reply'd I, I /eldom carry any. about 
nne, but what I take up as ſoon as 
-E<.T-arrive in thoſe Towns whither | 
©. they are diredted; and, when I leave 
one Town, take up Letters to be | 
e recervd in the next. Well, ſays i 
 * ſhe, yon take care to bring. your | 

Pra with you this Evening, 1 | 

ee hall have our Chaplain, who is my ̃ 1 
particular Friend, ready to join us 
 _ .* endfſelubly. 5 
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'S N ow egy an to believe = 4 
1 Necander Tad told me, and went 
Ahe diy to the Governor, with whom 
= © I was very intimate, and to whom 
1 had been very earneſtly recom- 
„ mended. To him I related the 
« whole Story ; and he told me, He 
= © was inelin'd to believe Nzcander, - 
for that he had ſome Notice given 
K him of ſuch a Woman. I then 
i © begg'd him to lend me the Bag of 
; « falſe Florins, which he had, 5 bh | 'Y 
long ſince, taken from a Cine. 
With this he readily comply d; and 

Y © moreoyer order'd a Dozen of his 
© Servants, well arm'd, to attend me,; 

« and ſcatter themſelies up and dowti 

3 by the Walls of the Palace; but, 


35 pon my giving a Signal, to unite 
| 8 tene 


La 
- 


De Hiftory , 
er themſelves, force into the Houſe, 
. and ſecure the Perſons in it. 
About Dusk the Seryants plac'd 
4 themſelves according to Order, and 
J went into the Houſe, where 
4 was — introduc'd to the 
© Lady; who, after Compliments 
“ pals 4. examin'd my Letters, and 
« tumbled over my Bag of Money, 
« which was very nicely coin'd. While 
« the was thus buſy'd, I heard a 
« Voice from without, at which 1 
« expreſs d ſome Uneaſineſs: But ſhe 
« told me, Twas no more than ſome 
c of the Servants, going up Stairs. 
« Soon after a very tall Man, with | 
% Pair of Wliskers not of the 
<« ſmalleſt Size, and a very huffing i « 
* Air, puſh'd the Door open violently i « 


A N\ 


© before him, and drove in a Ser- 
« yant, who ſeem d very much frighted. « 
« This did not much ſurprize me, 


« as it was what I began to ſuſpect. I « 
« At this Abina ſhriek d very loud; « 
and cry d out, My Father ! —— c 
« He march'd Pp. — to her, 1 
6 without 4 
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cc without pretending as yet to, ee 


3 1 me. HW no Child, ſays he, in 
4a bullying Tone, you ſeem fur- 


« rid ? What's the Matter ? 


„ Heyday ! looking on the Table, 
F< why, what have you got here © 
= © Hove you been opening my Cabinet ? 
2 «< Whoſe Money is this? To whom 
23 * 4 theſe Paper. 5 belong ? 


« Gr, the Bearer heres „ Senior 


KK Cordelio, (reading one of my Let- 
4 ters) 
been abſent. ſays he, turning ſhort 
„ to that Side of the Room where 
I was, as if to ſpeak to a Ser- 


Who was here, ſince I have 


« yant. — Heavens ! who have Wwe 
« bere? What Villain is this that 
« dares t6 fee my Daughter in my 
« Abſence ? —— The Money is his, 
« then J. ſuppoſe, defign'd to bribe your 


y © Honour : But, by Heaven, his Blood 


* ſoall anſwer for it; ſo muſt it be 
9 © With all thoſe, zyho dare pollute the 


Virtue of my Daughter. —— For” 
« your Part, Mr refs, * ſpall ſuffer 
4 N [Paying this, he faſten'd 

F4 .  - 


"* 
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« the Door I came in at, and open'd 
“ another that led into a ſeeming | 
© Bed-Chamber. But firſt I ſhall take 
care of your Purchaſe - Money. He 
ce then puſh'd her into the Chamber } 1 
* before him, having my Money 1 
« Letters with him. # 
LI liften'd, to try if I cou'd kickr | 4 
« any of their Diſcourſe, of which I 
“ over-heard a little. Here is a Let- © 
« fer to Count Marino in Rome, 
« fays the Bully. This will ſerve 
« me to take 4 me the Cbaradler 
& of this Cordelio: For J cannot 
© make a much longer Stay here, for 
« fear of being diſcober d; and I may 
© thank theſe Whiskers for my Pre- | 
< ſervation this Week paſt, for with- | 
< out them I fſhou'd not have dars 
« gh walk the Streets. But, pray, 
« ſays ſhe, -what have you done diu 
« my laſt Lover, the Sicilian Connt * | 
* Why, reply'd he, I harry'd him to | 
« the Vault; where he is, I believe, 
5 180 this Ti ne paſt telling Tales, and 
. e 
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« hither this bot Engliſh Spark 
* foall direftly follow. 0 
On this I broke a Pane of Glaſs 
« out of the Window, which was the 
Signal agreed on for the Goyernor's 
q © Servants to ruſh in. I again im- 

* mediately return'd to my Poſt, and 
found they were examining my 
Money. This, ſays the, is of rhe 
„ {ame Stamp as that which we 
* coin'd, and for Which poor Gomez 
« Was racks. 50 | 

„ ſtaid not te hear any more; 
« but, perceiving the Servants, haſted 


to the other Door, from which I 


« broke off the Lock. Finding them 
pretty near, I immediately join'd 


them, and we open'd the Chamber- 


« Door on the Sharper and his Lady, 


© whom I commanded them to 10 


cure, which they immediately did. 


I was much ſurpriz d to find l 
„Governor tap me on the Shoulder; 
„whom, in my Hurry, I had not 
i perceiy'd. He demanded my Reaſons 


g for ſing _ 128 which I told 
< him 


+ A 
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him all I had heard: And one of | 
the Servants, pulling the Whiskers 


« from Piccarinis Face, diſcover'd to 
us one of the greateſt Villains in 
* [taly. 

« As he had been often before in 
the Hands of Juſtice, the Governor 
* knew him very well, and order'd 
% him to be hang'd up before the 
Gate, which was directly executed; 


55 having firſt taken out of his Pockets 


the Keys of the Vault, from whence 
* we freed a young Gentleman that Was 
* almoſt dead. 

« As for the Lady of the Houſe, 


« ſhe was confin'd for Life in a 


* Monaſtery of Repentants. I went 


e afterwards to enquire for Nicander, 
but was told, He had that Morning | 
left the City, which I myſelf did 
« with all the Haſte I cou'd; nor have 
J fince met with hi 
4 Providence ſent me timel 5 to 10 
* Aſſiſtance. | 


till laſt N ight 
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CHAP. V. 


IN banker $ Recovery. Cordelio, finding 
4 lucky Opportunity, declares his 
Paſſion for Sophia. What Reception 
this Declaration met with the 
| Reader will know, if he peruſes 


1 | this f. 
3 W E 1 were \ all very much dens 
4 with Cordelis's Story; and, a 
little while after, a Servant told us 
Nzcander was up. 'We went immediately 
to ſee him, and found him pretty 
well. He thank d us all, in a very 
polite Manger, for- our Aﬀiiſtance, and 
7 begg'd that a Chair might be call'd 
BB conduct him Home. We repre- 
5 ſented to bim that he was not yet 
ſtrong enough: But he faid he found 
himſelf ſufficiently. recover'd, and ſome 
Affairs abſolutely requir'd his Preſence; 


Deny (he * are Sur geon G 


ſo that he begg'd us to. excuſe. him. =; "2 


die Hiſtory of 
in, who affirm'd he might go in Safe- | 
ty; upon which we inſiſted no farther, | 
and he departed, declaring twas with | | 
Reluctance he went. 
During the Time of my Stay, Cor- 
Alis adtrefvd me in a very warm | 
Manner, and ſaid ſeveral kind Things 
to me, which J did not diſlike ; tho! 
I took it all for Flattery, and a ral- | 
lying, civil Way, common to well- | 
bred People: Yet I ſecretly wiſh'd it 1 
might come from his Heart, tho F | 
then dar'd hardly to ſuppoſe it — } 
But he has fince own'd it. — | 
from a real Liking for me. 
In this e were ſome Days ſpent, | 
I each of us ſecretly wiſhing the other 
an Admirer: He longing for a con- 
venient Opportunity to , diſcloſe his 
| Paſſion to me, and 1 to know 
de Truth of his ſeeming Addreſſes. 
Happening one Day to ſtray from 
ſome Company in one of the Gardens 
behind ZLeonoràa's Houſe, of which there 
were three or four that were very beau- 
= tutu), and ſtriving. to think on ſome 
© 3 R's 
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Plot whereby T might diſcover vrhe- 


ther Cyrdelio fincerely lov'd me 


I chanc'd, without minding whither I 
went, to ſtep into a little Summer= 
Houſe, defign'd for a Retirement from 
the Heat of the Day, placd in a 
Thicket in one of the moſt retir d 


F Gardens; when, to my great Surprize, 
1 beheld Cor delio ſeated at a Table 


writing, who roſe with ſome Con- 


XZ fuſion. I wou'd have ſtraight retir'd, 
had he not nimbly prevented me, 


by getting between me and the Door. 


* 2 „ = 


It very much frighted me to find 
myſelf ſo much in his Power. I begg'd 


him to let me go, bid him conſider 


4 my Reputation, and what tlie Ladies 


wou'd fay, ſhou d they catch us to- 
gether. That he knew the moft pre- 


valent Quality of our Sex, who fake 
hold of the leaſt Opportunity of Trans. 1 


dalizing a Perſon, though their beſt 


Friend: And what wou'd they think } 
to find me in ſo remote a Place, in 


Company with a Man? I told him 
nothing. wou'C 4d be a greater Tn ; 
1 


N 
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| to me, than to afford them the leaſt 
Subject for Slander. e off 
He conjur'd me but to hear him 


for a Moment; and told me, That he | 
wou d chuſe to prejudice himſelf in the 
- moſt tender Part, rather than offend: | 


me: But, as upon my Anſwer de- 
| pended his future Welfare, I muſt par- 


don him, if he communicated his 


Thoughts. He aſſur'd me, That he 


ador'd me; that he had entertain'd 


the ſincereſt Paſſion for me, ever ſince 


the firſt Day he had been bleſs'd 


with my Preſence; that my Return 
to his Love was the greateſt Happi- 


neſs he cou'd wiſh on Earth; that he 


defir'd nothing ſo much as an Interview 
with me, in order to diſcover his 


Thoughts to me; that he had every 


Day, ſince our firſt Acquaintance, 


\ watch'd an Opportunity of laying 
open his Paſſion to me, but Fortune 


bad now unexpectedly thrown that 
in his Way, which he had ſo long 


been artfully contriving, and which 
| he had fo earneſtly long'd for. 
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It wou'd be needleſs to tell you 
the many Proteſtations he made, and 
the many Objections I rais d. Let it 
ſuffice then that I inform you, after 
a long Diſpute, I found Reaſons in his 
Diſcourſe, which ſufficiently convinc'd 
me, that what he ſaid proceeded from 
his Heart; and I could not avoid ac- 
knowledging, that his Words were far 
from diſpleaſing me. But I knew I 
could not marry without my Mother's 
Conſent, till I was of Age: Yet, at 
the ſame Time, I bid 2 be aſſur d, 

that Ieſteem d no Man fo much as him 

(elf. | 
With this 1 broke ſuddenly from 


1 him, he having hitherto held me, and 


haſten'd to find the Company, from 
whom I had wander'd; but was now 
much more alert and ſprightly than 
when I had left them. This pro- 
ceeded from the pleaſing Satisfaction 
[ had in thinking, 1 5 the only Man 
loy'd me, for hom I had a Rezard ; 
and that 1 had found an Opportunity 
ſo fayourable to let him know that 1 
G oh " 


| 38. 1 Hiſtory of 


—— 


did not diflike him: For it was my | 
Notion of a Lover, that if he ſincerely | 
regarded a Woman, and found bis 
Paſſion return'd, he would wait Years | 
for her, and never look on any other | 
with an amorous Eye. Though I 
had often heard of Men pretending 


an Affection, for no other End than i 
to ruin the Fool fo credulouſſy fond, | 


yet I look'd upon Cordelio as a Per- 


ſon of more Honour, than to be 


guilty of ſo mean a Diſſimulation; 
and indeed I was not deceiy'd — 
Though had I then known the Falſ- 
hood of the World, ſo well as I do 
now, I ſhould not ſo eaſily have 
given Way to a Paſſion; which, in 
the End, ruin'd me as well as my un- 


| fortunate Lover. 


I was now pretty eaſy, and my 


1 Nig hts were no more diſturb'd with 
I Nen Dreams. I found mytelf much 
better, and more light than I had 
been ſince the firſt Time I had ſeen} 
- Cordelw: And, as I expected within 
a. Year's Time to be of Age, I re- 


: a os 1 


Soph e e 15 59 


foly'd then to marry him, and try 
to recover my Fortune from my Mo- 
tht... | 

1 indulg” d A in theſe Thoughts, 
and indeed they afforded me no little 
Pleaſure. Had it been the Will of 
Heaven that I ſhould have continu'd 
in this State, I ſhould have deem'd 
myſelf extremely happy : But there 
is no one living can expect a true 
Tranquillity in this World, and my 


nee were yet to come. 1 
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Contelio \ſerenades Sophia, and the 
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* Mother whole Charafter 1 
{ have already given, was viſited 
51 many Perſons, who addreſs'd her 
in a 138⸗ amorcus Way. Some of 
kde | them 
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them in Reality courted her, but 


twas for the Sake of her Riches; 
they car'd not in the leaſt for her 
Perſon, any farther than it entitled | 
them to her Fortune: And others ; 
pretended it, for no other Reaſon, || 
than to divert themſelves a little with | 


an old Woman's Folly. To theſe 


Were added a third Sort, who ſtil'd 
themſelyes her Friends. Theſe viſited 


her .to _ an Evening, and take 
a Bottle in private with her; and 
though thivy were not. ſo numerous 
as the others, yet they were the greateſt 
Deſtroyers. 

They all flatter'd her Vanity ſo 
much as to make her think herſelf 


young again, and as handſome as ever. 


*Nothing gave me more Pleaſure, 'than 


to think 1 enjoy d a Suitor more 


faithful than any of her's, without 
her knowing any Thing of the Mat- 
ter: For had ſhe but once even con- 
jectur'd it, it would have given her 
a vaſt deal of Umbrage, and created 


But, 


me no n Uneaſineſs. 
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A But, alas! my Delight was but of 


| a ſhort Continuance: For ſhe diſ- 


cover'd that, which I wiſh'd above 
all Things conceal'd from her Know- 
ledge, by a Serenade that was given 
1 her Houſe; by whom, ſhe 
could not tell. It was by Cordelio; 
who, not thinking my Mother would 
be awake at that Time of Night, 


reſolv d to entertain me with an Air 


he himſelf had compos d, and had 
for that Purpoſe prepar'd tome good 
Hands. 

My Mother having been that Day 
unfortunately ill, had not drank ſo 
deep, and ther efore did not fleep ſo 
ſoundly as uſual. She liſten'd to the 
Muſick with a greal deal of Plea- 
ſure, but roſe when ſhe heard them 


begin a Loye - Song, that ſhe might 


hear it the more diſtinctly, looking 
on it to be directed to herſelf. Judge 
her Diſappointment, when ſhe heard 
Sophia three or four Times nam d, 
and ſound it was deſign'd to com- 
neo me, She ſhut down her 

1 Window 
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Window in a Rage, and retir'd to her 
Bed with a ſtrong Reſolution to be 


fully reveng'd on me — And from | 
— I date the Ara of my Mis- | 


fortunes. 


The next Morning, when I would | 
have gone out, my Mother ſtopp'd | 


me, and bid me ſtay at Home; ſay- 
ing, I had no Buſineſs out, that ſhe 
knew of, unleſs it was to thank my 
ſcreaming Lover for his Caterwauling 


under her Window laſt Night, and | 


| depriving her of her Reſt; and that 
1 might find ſome Employment in 
the Houſe, that was fitter for me 
than to be gadding after every non- 
ſenfical Fellow : But if ſhe heard any 
more of their ſerenading near her 


Houſe, ſhe would take Care to re- 


Ward them for their Pains. 
Her Manner of ſpeaking to me at 


erſt very much ſurpriz d me; but 


when ſhe mention'd = Serenade, 1 
gueſsd what was Fault. I 
anſwer'd her in the 59 5 ſubmiſſive 


nner . and made uſe of 
every 


& 
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every Argument that I thought could 
contribute to excuſe me. I affirm'd T 
knew not who gave the Serenade, and 
ſtrove to perſwade her I was innocent, 
but all in vain. My Mother was 
extremely poſitive, told me ſhe be- 
liev'd not a Word I faid, and indeed 
ſhe was for once very much in the 
right; ſo I was oblig d to reſt con- 
tented, as I knew it would more 
harm than help me, to — her 
any farther. 

My being detain'd would not have 
vex'd me fo much as it did, had Cor 
delio but known the Reaſon of my 
Abſence ; and I- thought it would 
be an Alleviation to my Grief, if 
J could but find a Way to let him 
know it. || | || 

There was in the Houſe a young 
Woman who had been bred up with 
me, and always us d to attend me, 


and ſhe was the only Company my 


Mother would now permit me. to 


ſee; for if any of my old Acquain- 
fue came to mie for me, I was 


afſureoly 2 
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aſſuredly deny'd to them, and depriv'd 
of the Satisfaction of their Company. 


As I knew Lettice (for ſo was 
my Maid call'd) to be a Girl of 


Diſcretion, I choſe her to carry my 
Letter to Cordelio reſolving to make 
her my Confidant, and let her into 


the whole Secret of my Amour: For 


as I thought I was now really in 


Love, I-look'd upon mylelf to be 


in a Condition as 2 as thoſe 
Damſels, whom I had ſo often met 


with in Romance detain'd in Priſon, 
far from their abſent Kniglrts, by ſome 


vile Enchanter; and thodfhr a Confi- | 


dant as neceſſary to me, as an Ef- 
quire to the grieving Knight. Hav- 
ing made her promiſe Fidelity, and to 
fear to obſerve an inviolable Se- 
| -crecy, I receiv'd her for my Confi- 
dant : And indeed the Girl having al- 
ways lovd me, was very ready to 
oblige me. 

I then ſat down and wrote a long 


Letter to Cordelio,. wherein I ſet forth 


the Reaſons why I had not ſeen him 
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ſo long ſince; and in it gave him an 1% 


ample Account of my Mother, her 
Character and T emper, not forgetting 
her ſevere Diſappointment in finding 
the Serenade defign'd to compliment 
me. and not herſelf; as ſhe at firſt ex- 
[ pected, and the Hardſhips I had ſince 
endur'd on that Account; with the 
I terrible Injunction lad on me next 
Morning, not to ſtir out of the Houle. 
I then told him, That the only Means 
poſſible for us to meet for a long 
while, was to get acquainted with ſome 
of my Mother's Croneys, who ſhould 
introduce him to my Mother as a 


Suitor, under which inviolable Gharac- 


ter he might expect a good Reception; 


that as I had Liberty to range all 
over the Houſe and Gardens, Whieli 
were none of the ſmalleſt, we might 
have frequent Opportunities of meet- 


ing, without her knowing or fut- 


pecting any Thing, as ſhe was yet g- 
norant who it was A . the oo on” 


[ 
| 


renade. 
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- Having folded this up, without any 
13 or Name, and enclos'd it in 
a Note to Leonor, wherein J requeſted 
her to deliver it to her Couſin, I 


gave it to my newly- entertain d Conk. ö 9 


dant, with a ſtrict Charge to deliver 


it to none but Leonora. In both theſe 


J alter'd my Hand in ſuch a Manner, 


as it would not be eaſily known, 


ſhould my Confidant have been in my 


Mother's Intereſt, and deliver'd it to 
her, inſtead of the Perſon to whom it 
was directed, ſo that I might with 
Safety have deny d it; though I need 
not have entertain'd ſach a Suſpicion ; 


of her, for ſhe was truly honeſt. 


She waited *till my Mother call'd * 


her to ſend her about Buſineſs. When 
the return'd, ſhe told nie, She was 
fortunate enough to meet with her; 
that ſhe promis'd to obey the Contents 
of the Note, but could not anſwer it 
then; that If ſhe went again on the 
Morrow to Leonora 8, the, would be 


ſure to have it prepar d; and with 


* clapping a Guinea into her Hand, 


aft d 


i j 
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defir'd her to make haſte Home, left 
her Miſtreſs ſhould believe ſhe Ka d 
too long. 

The next Moming ſhe went ac- 
cording to Leonora's Appointment, where 
ſhe met with Cordelio; who deliverd 
her a Letter, which ſhe immediately 
1 brought me. This I inſtantly perus'd, 
and in it he inform'd me, That my 
Letter had given him the greateſt Joy 
imaginable ; that nothing gave him 
more Uneafineſs, than to think it was 
WE through him I had been depriv'd of 
my Liberty; 5 that he would be ſure 
to obey me in every Thing I de- 
ſir d; and bid me, at the ſame Time, 
be certain that he ſhould never, whilſt 
he liv'd, regard 2 one ſo ne | 
as me. 

He told me moreover, That he . 
happen'd to know one of my Mo- 
ther's Acquaintance, whom he deſign'd 
to work on, according to my Advice, 
with all Speed poſſible, that he might +. 
the ſooner have the e of be- 


hold] Ain me. 1 - 
| | Theſe +0 
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| Theſe were the Contents of the 
Letter which Lettice brought me; 
and though it reviv'd me. a little, 


yet I earneſtly long'd that it's Con- 
| tents might be fullfill'd. Two Days 
| waited for him, without any Sign of 
his coming, which made me exceedingly | 
uncaſy. I often reflected, that Ab- 


ſence might perhaps have blotted me 
from his Remembrance, or that he 


was diverted from thinking of me 
by ſome Perſon more worthy of his 
Efteem ; or, it might be, of nt 5 


Beauty! 


Wealth, or more Beauty. 


tune has made him falſe to me; 


and, for the ſake of more e he if 


quite forgets me. 


J believe no Woman ever tormented 


-herſelf ſo much, without any Foun- 
.dation or Reaſon. But Pride at laſt 
triumph'd, and I determin'd that he 
could not place his Eſteem more 
worthily, than on me: That he was 
too generous to forſake me on the 
Account of Fortune: Beſides, his De- 
r clarations 


It muſt be more Riches. For- f 
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9 clarations of Love were accompany'd 
with too much Warmth for a Diſſem- 
* bler. So TI at left concluded, that 
had not ſome unavoidable Accident 
detain' d him, 1 ſhould have ſeen him 
f WY ſooner. 

I The third Day ended all my Fears ; 
3 far about Noon, Lettice gave me 
Notice that he was below with Mrs. 
= /inclove, one of my Mother's Boon- 
9 Companions. J defir'd her to ſtand 
in his Way as he was going out, to 
W recieve any Meſſage he would leave. 
In about two Eours Lettice return'd 
with a Letter in her Hand, which 
ſhe told me he had privately convey'd 
to her, as he went out. Here he in- 
form'd me, That as Mrs. WV nelove 
was that Day to introduce him to 
my Mother, he could not be bleſs' d 
| with the Sight of me: But that 
under Pretence of great Ref pect for 
my Mother, he would be ſure to come, 
ere ſne was at Leiſure in the Morn- 
ing, and hop'd the Happineſs of en- 
een me in one of the Gardens; 
1 | that * 
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that then he fhould be capable of 
enjoying ſome Degree of Happineſs, 
in once again converſing with the 
charming and only Obje& of his Love, 
after ſo long an Abſence : And ſure, 1 
if I conſider d what Pain Abſence is to 


Lovers, if I regarded his future Quiet, 


I would not fail the Appointment of | 
one who efteem'd me more than Life, 
and would do ſo whilſt Cordelinsn. 

This was the Subſtance of what he 


wrote; and, as it did not diſpleaſe me, 


ſo I reſolv d to anſwer the — | 
The next Morning I went to walk 
in the Garden, and waited a little while 
for Cordelio. He was not long ere he 
made his Appearance, in Company with 
ſome of my Mother's Viſitors. ' It be- 
ing an Hour before her uſual Time of 
ning, as ſoon as I was convinc'd he 
law me, I went down a different Walk. 

He ſoon after follow'd me, and I had 
the Pleaſure of ſpending Half an Hour 
in his Company, without . in the 
call obſerv d. 5 15 

Here 
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Here he expreſs d the Joy my Con- 
deſcenſion gave him in ſuch a Manner, 
that I could not help acknowledging 
how agreeable this Interview was to 


me. He again renew'd his Proteſta- 
tions of Love with great Warmth ; 

and moſt tenderly deſcrib'd the Unea- 
ſineſs he had labour'd under, on Ac- 
count of not hearing from me in two 
Days after the Serenade: But nothing 
gave him greater Pleaſure, than the 


Lines L tent to him by Lettice. That 
it troubled: him exceſſively to find he 
was the unhappy, unknowing Cauſe of 
my Confinement : Yet his Trouble was 


ſomewhat alleviated, to find he was fo 


happy as to be ſometimes in my 
Thoughts ; but then the Impoſſibility 
there Was Of his relieving me gave him 
freſh Pangs. That having the good 
Fortune to be acquainted with one of 
my Mother's Companions, he haften'd 
to enquire for her, but was not lucky 
enough to meet with her that Day. 
That the next Morning he foundatc 
at Home, and told her he hay Pre 
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Fallon for my Mother; that, thro! | 
"her Means, he could be introduc 'd to 
| her, and he begg'd her earneſtly to 
| ſtand his Friend. Jo this ſhe at firſt | 
ſtrongly objected ; but a Purſe of 
 Guineas ſoon mollify' d her ſo far as to 
| promiſe her Aſſiſtance, and ule her In- 
| tereſt with my Mother in his Favour. 
' Accordingly the next Day ſhe intro- Þ 
duc'd him to her, as a near Relation of 
her own, who had a great Deſire to be 
| acquainted with her, as well as to com- 
municate ſomething, to her that nearly | ; 
concern'd herſelf. That my Mother | 
ſeem'd very well pleas'd ; and told him, 
If he had any Thing to ſay to her in 
private, ſhe —_—_ be glad of his Com- 
pany the next Morning, when he might 
opportunely diſcloſe his Thoughts. 
He told me, That he relv'd to 
declare his Paſſion. in ſuch. a Manner, 


. | CY —_— Mc —_— 


rather than any Thing elſe ; and to be 
her conſtant Viſitor, under Pretence of 
the aſſiduous Lover : But, in Reality, fe 

to 


c 
0 
as ſhould ſcem to proceed from Reſpect, b 
fi 
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to have the Happineſs of ſpending a lit- 
) I tle of his Time with me. 
) I ask'd him, Why he had not cho- 
ben to diſcover himſelf to my Mother, 
f 1 to be (what he really was) a Couſin of 
ober Friend Leonora's? But he enſwer d 
- | me, That as my Mother had a great 
: Suſpicion of me, and as I usd to go 


- | thither very often, ſhe would have ſoon 
of found out his Deceit, and put it en- 
de tirely out of his own, or Leonora's 


Power to relieve him. That as my 
!y | Mother did not ſuſpect any Impoſition 
er from her dear F riend, Mrs. Winelove, 
m, ſhe could never deubt his Sincerity, 
in whilſt recommended by her as her Re- 
n- WW lation ; for that, under that Cloak, he 
ht had great Hopes 'of Succeſs. | 
When he had ended, I took Leave 
to of him, very well fatisfy 'd with his 
er, MW Conduct and Behaviour, judging it to 
Ct, be near the Time of my Mother's ri- 
be fing; and, having appointed the Place 
ol MW we were now in, as being the privateſt, 
ty) for our future Mectings, I retir'd to my 
ww + 1 Chamber, 
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| | Chamber, without being * any No- 
tice of. 
I met him there again the next Dew 
| | Where he gave me an Account of the 

| Succeſs he had with my Mother, which 
Was this Having declar'd an Affec- 
tion, in the ſame Manner he had de- 
| fign'd : my Mother anſwer' d, That at 
} preſent ſhe had no Thoughts of Mar- 

riage; but, if ſhe could meet with a 
| Perſon to her Liking, ſhe knew not 
what ſhe might do: Therefore ſhe 
| hop'd he would not make himſelf a 
Stranger, but viſit her as often as Op- 
portunity would permit. 

He came hither almoſt eyery Morn- 
ing; and, if any Thing fell out that 
hinder'd our meeting, as if my Mother 
chanc'd to be up earlier than uſual, 
then Lettice was detach'd to ftand in 
the Way, and inform him of the Mis- 
fortune : And ſhe got very well by it, 
for ſhe neyer deliver'd him a Meſſage 
from me, but ſhe was ſure of a Piece of 
Gold ; and, to ay the Truth, ſhe de- 


- ſery'd it. 
CH A P. 
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CHAP VIL 


Mrs. | Seeber finds Cordelio * 


Sophia in the Garden. She dis 


covers their Amour —— diſmiſſes 


Cordelio in a Rage —— ond loc ks 
9 aaron : 


NErtainly x no Bod 7 was eyer 1 
pier than I, for that ſhort Time 


F which we ſpent together: And 1 
| ſhould have thought myſelf truly 
bleſt, could I have enjoy d my Cordelio's 


Company in this Manner ttill our 
Marriage, which J judg'd to be near 
at Hand; ſince, in about three Months 


1 ſhould have been at Age, and of 
Conſequence out of my Mother's Power, 
when I hop d to ſecure him mine for 


Fever. 


But, alas! the Bleſſing was too 


| great, and Heaven thought proper to 
diſappoint me, in order to teach me a 


ny Haunidliy For I was too 810 
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of a Fault, often charg'd to our Sex; 7 


that is, Vanity. Indulgent Nature . 


beſtow'd on me ſome Charms, which 
1 fail'd not to improve; and indeed, 
they made me not a little proud: 
But I have often ſince wiſh'd. to have 
been created the uglieſt of Women, 
rather than to be ſubjected to thoſe 


Ills, to which my ſmall Stock of Beau- 


ty had frequently render'd me inci- 
dent. Had I confider'd that the beſt 


of People met with Diſappointments, 
how could I have even expected my 


Wiſhes to be fulfill'd, who had ne ver 
done any Thing to deſerve it ! 


Fate ſometimes takes Pleaſure in 


Aeeming to promote our Deſigns, to 


bring them to a Ripeneſs, render them 
fit for an immediate Execution, and 
then fruſtrates us on a ſudden, in a 
Place where we leaſt expected Op- 
© Poſition. This was exactly my Caſe; 
for, when I had for near ten. Months 
conducted my Amour with all imagi- 


nable Secrecy, and in ſuch a Manner as 


it ane * any Thing but 2 


N 


=> 
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7 Parſon, it was at once ended. —— T 
d W found, by a ſudden Guſt of Fortune, 
h my Schemes ſurprizingly travers d, my 
d, Deſigns laid open to my Mother, and 
1 all my Secrets at once betray'd ! 

e Spending my Time one Morales 
n, withy my dear Cordelio in the Green- 
ſe: Houſe, as I uſually did, (not that I 
1- allow'd him any Emmiliazities, but by 
i- my Preſence and Diſcourſe ſtill to keep 
ſt alive the little Flame my Beauty had 
s, WW kindled in his Heart: For, het the 


firſt Sight of him had rais'd in me 
one that was unextinguiſhable) my 
Mother riſing ſoon after T had left 


in the Houſe, which was earlier than 
to ſhe was wont, and having ſome In- 3 
m ſtructions to give me in regard to te 
d- domeſtic Affairs, went to my Chamber 
a to look for me; where, not finding 3 ® 
> | me, and enquiring of the *Servants 
; I whither I was gone, ſome of them 
1s directed her to the Garde, She 
i=" | came ſoon to ſeek me; and, ſpurrd 

by my evil Genius, fell into that 


Path which = n to the Places 


„ herein 


© 3 
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wherein Cyrdelio and L were ſeated, 
comforting ourſelves with the Thoughts 
of my being ſoon freed from the Re- 
ſtraints under which I now labour'd; 
of entering his Arms, and being looſer” q 
from the Government of an haughty, 
ſelf- aſſuming Mother, who knew no 
| ſuch Thing as Nature, and whoſe 
_ greateſt Favourite was Pride. 
This harſh Manner of ſpeaking of 
my Mother cannot but ſurprize the 
Reader; but yet, if he conſiders the 
| Hardſhips and Misfortunes to which = 
Vanity and Imprudence ſubjected me, I 
cannot think he will blame me. 
My Mother, as ſhe approach d us, 
5 ring the Voices of two Perſons in 
_ earneſt Diſcourſe, tempted by Curioſity 
to know who we were, and what was 
the Subject of. our Talk, unfortunately 
Heard the moit of a Speech wherein 
the was often nam'd, and that not very 
reſpectfully. Ty 
She had not Patience to let us finiſh 
our Converſation ; but, with a Fury in 
her Loo s Which 'tis impoſſible for. me 


Ol. 


— 
1 
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to deſcribe, ſhe rated him for his Trea- 
chery, and me for Inſolence in daring 
to countenance a falle Villain, and 


thinking to blind her with a Pretence 


of his being in Love with her. She 

ran on thus for a good while; till, 
having talk'd herſelf out of Breath, 
and being quite ſpent with Rage, ſhe 
ſunk down upon one of the Seats, 
whilſt we were fo ſurpriz'd we could 
not utter a Syllable, but. ſtood like 
Statues ſtaring at one another. 

At length, having drawn Breath, 
ſhe upbraided Gordelio with his Perfi- 
diouſneſs; calling him by the moſt op- 
probrious Names, commanding him to 
quit her Houſe rhat Moment, nor ever 
more dare to ſhew his Face within her 
Doors: And, as for his Miſtreſs, ſhe _ 


would warrant he ſhould never ſee her 


again, Then, turning to we, rated 
me again pretty heartily : H and, taking 
me by the Shoulder, drove me into the 
Houſe before her, telling me ſhe would 
Way! 116 anf ; laying Cordelio be- 

hind 
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| hind in the Garden, ſo aſtoniſh'd that 


he ſcarcely knew where he was. 


When my Mother had got me into 


e Houſe, ſhe order'd two Rooms to 


1 be prepar d. up two Pair of Stairs: 4 


which was ſoon done, and to them was 
J ſent immediately. 

That the Reader may have the bets 
ter Idea of the comfortable Life I was 
to lead, whilſt thus immur'd, I ſhall 
crave. Leave to deſcribe the agreeable 
Situation of my Apartments. The 
Room, which was to ſerve as a Dining- 
Room, look'd into a little Garden, 
wherein were ſome Herbs and Flowers 
that my Mother regarded particularly. 
Of this ſhe always kept the Key; nor 


was any one ever admitted into it, but 


ſome of her greateſt Favourites. Be- 
| yond it were {ome neighbourin g Gar- 


dens, which had very little in them 
either curious or elegant; and conſe- 
quently could afford no Pleaſure to the 


Sight, which was bounded by an old 


ſpacious Church, that roſe a good deal 
3 9 my Windows. On one 
9 | | Side, 


CST A 
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Side, I had a ſmall Glance of the Street; 
and, on the other, a diſtant View of 
thoſe Walks, wherein I had ſpent ſo 
many agreeable Mornings with my dear 
Chrdelig. 

Here, to my no ſinall Mortification, 

1 beheld my Mother's Levee, | faunter- 
ig away their Time with great Plea- 
| fare, in a fine Morning; whilſt I, 
whom a Perſon would have thought 
| ſhould have partook of her higheſt 
Indulgence, was depriv'd of a Plea- 
ſure the leaſt of them enjoy d, and 
that without deſerving ſuch Uſage. 
This Room led into another, which 
vas appointed for my Bed-Chamber; 
. and this too was as commodiouſly 
adapted as the other, both for Plea- 
ſire and Repoſe. The Windows open 4 
I into a Yard, wherein was kept a Coach 
and Horſes for my Mother's Uſe. The 
Proſpect here was bounded by Stables. 
In the Yard were kept Ducks, Geeſe, 
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and other tame Fowl, for the Uſe of 
| || the Houſe; whole different Notes, you 
7 nay be ure, aff orded not the moſt 
A | K entertaining 
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entertaining Muſick. There was like. 


: wiſe a large Dog, who was a little too 


quick of Apprehenſion to let me 
have much Reſt; for he would waken 


me by his loud Barking, at the leaſt 


Thing that ſtirr'd: So that together 
with the bauling of the Grooms, and 
the trampling of the Horſes going to 
Water in a Morning, certainly I had 
a glorious Time of it. 
| - To compleat the unfortunate Situa- 
tion of my Affairs, I was depriv'd of 
the Company of the only Perſon from 
whom I could expect any Comfort; 
that is, Lettice: For my Mother, 6b 
ſerving one Day a Boy deliver her a 
Letter, took it from her; and, finding 
it came from Cordelzo, and was deſign 
for me, immediately turn'd her out of 
Doors. A ftrange Servant, whom | 


had never before ſeen, was order d to 


attend me; whoſe only Task was to 
clean my Room, make my Bed, bring 
me Victuals, and afterwards deliver the 
Key faithfully to my Mother. She 
had 3 g ill-natur'd in her Face, 


n 
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and therefore I did not care much to 


try her Fidelity. I. once ask d her, 
Where was Letticc? She anſwer' d 


gruffly, She knew no ſuch, one. I 


ask'd her, If ſhe could tell why ſhe 
left my Mother? She ſaid, She ſeldom 
troubled herſelf with other People's 
Affairs: All ſhe knew was, there was 
no Servant of that Name in the Houle. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe Mis- 
fortunes L was patient, and comforted 
myſelf with the Time being nigh at 
Hand, when my dear Cordelio would 
reſtore me to my Liberty, without 
being oblig'd to my Mother : But 
little did I think of the many Ac- 
cidents that might intervene before 
that Time. I thought now the greateſt 
of my Troubles were at an End, and 
that nothing. could hinder me from 
being ſoon bleſt in the Enjoyment of 
my belov'd Admirer. But this Was 


the leaſt 1 was to Aude 
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CHAP: VIII. 


. Shak eſpear s Manner of the's ex 

bhauſts her Fortune. She endeavours 
10 retrieve. it, by. marrying Dr. 
Potion. His Character. He re 
fuſes to marry her. She goes 10 
a Fortune- Teller, in order to force 
hrs Love, which is attended With 
> wy Conſe en 


T is now TE to turn bi 

to my Mother, who is deeply 
intereſted in this Part of my Story. 

As ſhe had hitherto liv'd at a great 
Kate, and kept open Houle for ſe- 
Feral Years, ſhe had exhauſted all the f 
Fortune my Father leſt, together 
VMith my Ten Thouſand Pounds; ex- 
cepting Three Thouſand Pounds, or 
' » thercabauts, without ſcarcely perceiy-  : 
0 

5 

1 


ing it. But ſhe began to ſee her 
ors when it was almoſt too late to 
_ retrieve it. She now began to con” fl 


x 
| 
} 


FFF 


ü Ster. 
Bier how ſhe could pay me my . 


tune, which ſhe was ſure T would 
demand, or maintain the Grandeur- ſhe 
had hitherto done; and found. ſhe 
would never be able to do either, out 
of her remaining Subſtance: T kerefore 
ſhe reſolv'd to fix on ſome one of her 
ſeeming Suitors, that might be capable 
of doing both. 

Among the many that pretended 


Tove to her, there was one who was 


deem'd immenſely rich. He was a 


Doctor of Phyſick and a meer Miſer; 
who, if he parted with but a Six- 


pence, though to diſcharge a Debt 
contracted with his Laundreſs, did it 
with the greateſt Reluctanſe. 
This Man viſited my Mother rather 
A: the ſake of filling his Belly, thaw. 
any other Motive: For Beauty he 
yalu'd not a Stra w, any farther than - 


when it was aſſiſting in getting hin 


a Dinner gratis. Beſides, he wiſely 


conſider'd, that to encreaſe his Family | 
would be attended with Expence. His 
| Name was Polin. Sl 
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Dp pon this Man my Mother pitch d, 
and devis d all ſhe could think of to 
nooſe him. She try'd him firſt by 
propoſing him the Queſtion; telling 
him, She lik'd him for being in the 
Decline of his Age, and preferrd him 
to the many young Fellows he. daily 
7 lav ſolliciting her, of whom he knew 
ſhe might take her Choice, becauſe 
ſhe thought him better acquainted with 
the World, and knew how to prize a 
faithful Wiſe. | Beſides, as ſhe was her- 
ſelf now growing old, ſhe reſolv'd to 
retrench her expenſive Houſe-Keeping, 
and live out the Remainder of her 
Days in Retirement. She knew no 
Body, whoſe Temper ſeem'd fo exactly 
to ſuit her own, as being a careful 
Man ; one that knew how-to take. care 
of what he got. That ſhe had a good. 
| Fortune, and that it was not to every | 
8 one's Direction ſhe would ſubmit it; 
and by this her frank Declaration he 
might plainly ſee her Regard proceeded 
from no irregular Deſires, but an en- 
tire E Liking to his Temper. 


— | been wen took. 2 — —ä — 


JJ... nm 


Low) 


But, 
1 


Solis Shakeſpear 955 


Yor tis an ancient Saying, '77s hard 
to catch old Birds with Chat, which 
was here pretty well yerify'd ; for he 
| was too cunning for her, and imme- 
diately gueſs d what was her Driſt. As 
for her Fortune, he regarded not what 
ſhe ſaid of that, for he could not think 
her very extravagant Way of Life could 
always laſt: Nor could he look on her 
pretended Love to proceed from a Sym- 
e in their Tempers, he being in no 
eſpect generous, and ſhe very profuſe. 
He perceiv'd the true Cauſe of her De- 
claration; which was, that her Riches 
were at an Ebb: Therefore he reſoly'd 
to avoid giving her a direct Anſwer ; by 
telling her, His Obligations to her were 
very great; that he could never ſuffi- 
ciently thank her for the Favour ſhe 
did him, in propoſing ſo great an Hap- 
pineſs; that it was ſo ſudden and un- 
erpccted that he knew not how to 
anſiyer, having at preſent no Thoughts 
of Marriage : ; but as ſuch advantageous 
| Offers were not to be had every me 
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he could not entirely refuſe, nor could 
he yet directly accept of them. 

There being ſome Time given him 
to conſider, this was his Anſwer: For 
he knew, ſhould he have flatly deny'd 
her, he would loſe conſiderably, bj 
forfeiting a good Reception in the 
Houle ever after; and, ſhould he have 
conlented, he knew her to be ſo haſty, 
that ſhe would directly have urg'd the 

Performance. | 
For theſe Reaſons, he choſe a Me- 
dium; knowing he ſhould be reſpected I ! 
very well, whilſt ſhe hop'd any Thing c 
from += y 

My Mother often queſtion'd him In 
about it, but he ſtill found ſome Ex- fl 
cuſe whereby he civilly evaded it. h 
| Hence my Mother inferr'd, that he 1 
ſuſpected ſomething of her real Circum- 


| ſtances, and therefore reſolv d to com- ce 
pel him to it, by having recourſe. to 
that which compleated the Ruin of her I at 
and her Family. "<p : he 
There liv'd near our Houſe one of 00 
| thoſe pilfering Wretches, call'd by the 
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vulgar, Cunning- Men; who impoſe on 
People, by pretending to- tell them 


their future Actions; how to acquire 
Riches ; the Succels of any Thing they 
about to undertake ; with a Thou=-, 


find other - ridiculous Things; ; arid who 


maintain'd himſelf very handſomely; 
out of his Gettings this Way. 
To this Perſon my Mother apply'd 


herſelf, to be ſet in a right Wa 


to \btain her deſir'd End: on the 


Doctor; which he pretended to, when 
ſhe: fee d him with a Broad-Piece. He 


defired to know what it was ſhe 
wanted. She told him, That - ſhe 
mightily admir d the Dodor ; but 
that, having propos d Marriage to him, 
he ſeem? d very averſe to the Offer: 
Therefore ſhe depended on him, to be 


inform'd in what Manner her Deſires E 
could be compleated. 1,5 
Having por'd over Gs old Books” 9 


ant caſt two or three odd Figures; ; 


he told her, That what ſhe * wanted MY 
could never be naturally attain d. | 
_- ebony cen "i to Fen her in 


„„ ſome 


2 : —— — ab — — — — 
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The Subſtance of what ſhe wrote 


Was, what ſhe before told him; and 
alſo, that ſhe preferr'd a Powder, be- 
cauſe it might be infus d into any 
Thing he drank, without being readily 


rceiv d. He hank from her what 


| the had ſet down; telling her, He 
miſt peruſe it, and bid her call again 
in a Week, when he would have every 


Thing ready. She paid him another 
Viſit at the End of the limitted Time, 


when he deliver'd her a Paper, where- 
in were ſcrawl'd ſeyeral unintelligible 


Characters, and Potion often eng 


ſome Way that ſhe might bring it 
about; 07 ſhe car'd not how it waz 
done, 'ſo it was once done, and Ten 
Guineas ſhould be his Reward when 
it was. He anſwer'd, It was very 
difficult; yet, if ſhe would punctually 
obey his Directions, and take Care 
not to omit the leaſt Article, he did 
not doubt her being gratify'd : But 
| firſt ſhe muſt ſet down, at large, all 
her Deſires in a Paper, and how he 


would have them compleated. 
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wrote. He made her alſo copy out 


another, in which were Rules how to 


conduct her Intrigue, and make uſe 


of the Powder; which was to be 


wrap d in both "theſe Papers, to give 
it the greater Efficacy. 


Theſe, he told her, were ſo well pre- 


par'd, that if ſhe gave them as directed 
they could not fail of Succeſs. My 
Mother implicitely believ'd all he faid, 
and refolv'd cxabtly to follow his Direc- 
tions. 


Among the reſt, ſhe was not. to 


practice on the Doctor till the ſecond 


Viſit he was to pay her, after ſhe 
had receiv'd the Materials. She lock'd 


up the Papers and: Powder in her Tea- 


Table Drawer, which ſhe unfortunately 
left open the next Morning. Being 
ſuddenly call'd out upon ſome Buſi- 


neſs, whilſt the Doctor was at Break - 
faſt with her, he (being a very curious 


Man) open'd the Papers; and, ſeeing 
his Name wrote, immediately pocketed 
them, in order to peruſe them when 


more at Leiſure, She did not mils 
RY | _ them, 
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them till towards Evening, when ſhe 
ſearch'd all the Houle for them, but 
to no Purpoſe; for they were gotten 
into Hands that would not eaſily part 
with them. 

My Mother. uſpetted ſome ſuch 
Matter, and therefore the next Morn- 
ing ſhe deſir'd him, with an Air of 
Authority, to deliver her Papers and 
Powder, which was to clean hr 
' Teeth. He ask'd her, Why ſhe had 
made uſe of his Name in her Papers? 
She told him, That being alone the 
Night before, ſhe had diverted her- 
ſelf with ſcribling; that theſe were 
the Papers which. ſhe ſcribled in; and 
truly ſhe thought that twas enough 
for him to know, that he was the 
Object of her Meditations when ab- 
ſent, without depriving her of the lit- 


him, therefore ſhe intreated him to 
_ . return them; for perhaps he had a 
Mind to play the Rogue, and ſhew 
them about, under Pretence that ſhe 
had written to him. 1 know your, lays 
| | »the;* 


e Things that were of no Uſe to : 
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| ſhe, 70 be a Wag, and apt enough to 
play ſuch Tricks, out of Game. Con- 


der, prithee, that my Writing, in 
"the Hands of a Man, may deprive 
me of m my 147 Character. But all 


this avail'd little. She had now a 


Man to deal with, who would not 
be trifled with. He calmly heard her 


out, and defir'd to ſpeak with her in 
ſome Place leſs exPi0s d to any one 8 


hearing. 


To this the breſently collſented, and 


| Jed him to her Chamber. He told 


her, He Was not a Fool ſo old and 


doating, as to be blinded with her 


Excuſes; that he knew the Characters 


too well, to believe them to be the 
Effect of her prolific Brain: Beſides, 


they too plainly indicated the Baſe- 
nels of her Intentions, and fſhew'd 


what terrible Danger he had happily 
| eſcap'd, for he know it to be a Spell 

delten d to be try'd on him. He 
aſſurd her, That as the Papers 
were ſufficient to prove to any under 
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ſolution was to put the Laws in Exe. 
cution againſt her, with the utmoſt 
Severity, as this was a Sort of 
Witchcraft, unleſs ſhe agreed to the 
Conditions he propos'd ; and that they 
were eaſily confented to, being but 
| two. ; 


CHAP. IX. 


Potion, having privately ae - the 
Fortune - Teller's Papers and Love- 
Poxwaer, threatens to proſecute my 
Mother, unleſS foe wilt comply with 
certain Conditions. She refuſes. 
He applies to Juſtice Surety for a 
Warrant; on hearing which, to in 
inexpreſi 2 E we both embark 
jor V enice. 


18 Cothditions were, T Kit king 
her very well, though not to 
* er, ff * would 88 this 
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affeRionate Liking of his without the 
conjugal Chain, and pay him down 
Five Hundred Pounds, he would en- 


gage to free her from all future Ap- 
prehenſions ; otherwiſe ſho might ex- 


pet to ſuffer the Puniſhment the 
Law commonly inflicts, in Caſes of 
Witchcraft. But ſhe only laugh'd at 


him; and told him, She was exceeding» 
ly ſurpriz'd a Man of his Senſe ſhould 
i ſo much deceiv'd, as to miſtake 
her ſtupid Scrawls for Incantations. 
He ſaid no more to her at that 


Time, but leſt her abruptly, only 


bidding her conſider of it. The next 
Day he return'd for an Anſwer, When 


be ſtill deny'd it, and us'd a Thou- 


fand Artifices to divert him from his 
Purpoſe, but in vain. In ſhort, he 
51 her, That he had the Perſon 
who preſcrib'd them to her to wit- 
nels againſt her, that her Intentions 
were unnaturally to force his Love. 
Ne- Mother now found there Was 
no good in denying it. She con- 
Wer d that to | to his Conditions 


£4 © would 
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ter, but alſo deprive. her of very near 
a Quarter of her preſent Subſiſtence, 
and therefore ſhe reſolvd to have 
| Fecourſe to Intreaty. She begg'd 
him to think, That nothing, but the 
greateſt Exceſs of Love, could have 


ſhe would never have done it, but 
that ſhe found he did not like the 
Match, and ſhe could not live with- 
out him; and that ſhe was ſure a 
Man, of a Nature ſo generous as 
his, could never find in his Heart to 
7 ruin a weak Woman. and her Family, 
\ Whoſe , greateſt Fault was an over 
Feadaes for him. 


Nature, that ſhe thought might 


bs >. Purpoſs, He was deaf to all ſhe. could 
urge in her Defence. At length he 
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would not only blaſte her Charac- 


driven her to ſuch an Extremity; that 


She us'd ſeveral Arguments of the 


e to move him, but to no 


—— left her, ſaying, That ſince ſhe per- 


in this pacific Man- 
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him again, ſo as to make her wiſh his 
had accepted his Conditions. 
She began now {ſeriouſly to repent; 
for having ran into ſuch Extravagances ; 
and put herſelf, by her Imprudence, 
in the Power of ſuch a pitiful Wretch: 
But her Fears were much augmented, 
as well as her Grief, when one of her 
old Friends came ſoon after to ſee 
her, in order to inform her, that 
| Potion had been with her Neighbour, 
Juſtice Surety, that Afternoon, to ob- 
| tain a Warrant againſt her for ſome 
Miſdemeanor ; which he could not 
then get, as the Juſtice was-out of Town, 
nor would he be in Town till the 
Morrow, therefore ſhe advis'd her to 
e prepare herſelf againſt any Miſchance 
t that might happen. She told her, 
o That Mr. Ha, the TJuſtice's Clerk; 
d told her of this, becauſe he knew the 
e was a Friend of hers; and he oſten 
und to divert her, over a Gjaſs, ] 
T with the many comical Caſes that "i R 
* oO enn Hands. | 1 
8 5 
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My Mother now began, more plain- 
ly than ever, to ſee her Error, and the 
abſolute Neceſſity there was of imme- 
| diately providing for her own Safety. 
She ſtraight ſent for Leonora, whom 
now ſhe look'd upon as the moſt pru- 
dent of her Friends. 'To her ſhe laid 
open her Misfortunes, and made over 
her Houſe and Furniture, to avoid 
having an Execution laid on them; 
begging her to diſpoſe of them to the 
beſt Advantage, and remit the Money 
to her at Venice, whither ſhe reſolv'd 
to retire, and ſpend the Remainder of 
her Days with her Brother, who was a 
rich Merchant there. 

There happen'd to be a Ship i in the 


River conlign'd to my Uncle; and my 


Mother, informing. the Maſter who ſhe 
was, had a Cabin immediately prepar'd 
for our Reception. I knew nothing of 
all this till Z2onora waken'd me, which 
was very early in the Morning. I was 
over-joy'd and ſurpriz d to ſee her: 

But how was I aſtoniſh'd, when ſhe 
5 — the Thin gs that had happen d 
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during my Confinement; arid deſir'd me 


to pack up my Things to embark for 
Finals along with my Mother, in a 


Ship which was ready to ail, and only 
waited for us! 

I ask'd, If Cordelio knew this ſur- 
prizing Change in my Fortune? She 
anſwer d, He did not; that ſome Af- 
fairs had requir'd his Preſence in the 
Country; but aſſur'd me, that his 
being depriv d of the Sight of me had 


not leſſen d his Affection, for that he 
lov'd me as paſſionately as ever,” and 


would never marry 1950 one but my- 


{df is 
1 then told her, In the Condition 1 
was now, and to which my Mother 


had reduc'd me, I no longer merited his 
Regard, as not having a ſufficient For- 
tune for a Perſon of his Birth and 
Eſtate; that I had reſolv'd never to 
marry any Man but Chrdalio, which it 
was now out of my Power to do, con- 
ſiſtent with my own Sentiments; and 


that, for his ſake, I determin'd to live 
a ſingle Lite. 1 9 her to beg 


him 


2 


F 
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him to fix his Affection on ſome Per- 
fon more happy, and more worthy his 
Eſteem; fince we were never likely to 
be happy i in each other, and he could 
have no Hopes of me, who was now 
ruin'd by an imprudent, ho gene 
Mother. 

I would have proceeded, had we ad 
been interrupted by a Servant; who 
inform'd me, That my Things were 
ſent aboard, and the Captain of the 
Ship and my Mother waited below 
Stairs for me only. 

This Meſſage oblig'd me to take my 
Leave ſooner than I could have wiſh'd. 
We tenderly embrac'd one another, and 
both wept very bitterly. Leanora, for 
the Loſs of an old Friend; and I, for 
leaving my native Country, loſing my 
Lover, my much-efteem'd Leunora, my 
Friends and Acquaintance, and every 
Thing that was dear to me. 


The End of the FIRST BOOK. 
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E. ſet Sail with a * Wind 5 
and, after a ſhort Paſſage, ar 


s at n! We were conducted, 
in oy * 8 ys to Mr. Wealthy's 


Houle : —_ 
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Houſe : And, indeed; I could not but 
Admire the Statelineſs of the Buildings 
on each Side the River, which far ex- 
ceeded wy J had ever ſeen in England. 
But, alas! theſe afforded me but little 
Pleaſure, ſince I poſleſs'd not that 
which I wiſh'd moft for, the Company 
of my dear Chrdelio. My Undle's 
Houſe was very handſome ; and, tho 
not extraordinary there, would in Lon- 
ann have been look” d on as a 257 
| Building, 

The next Foal as our Effects were 
lowering out of the Ship into the Boat, 
unhappily a Trunk, wherein my Mo- 
ther had depoſited moſt of her Money 
and Jewels, broke from the Rope, juſt 
over the Ship's Side, and tumbled into 
the Sea between it and the Boat, nor 
did we ever after hear of it. 0 
All the reſt of our Things were 
ſafely brought to my Uncle's My 
Mother was exceedingly afflicted for 
the Loſs of her Trunk; bur her Bro- 
ther, who appear'd to be (as he really 


way) a GOTO. Gentleman, bid her 
not 


F tv: Fx 
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not be troubled about it; for he afſur'd 
her, while he liv'd, ſhe ſhould never 


want for any Thing in his Power, and 


deſir d her to command his Houſe as 


tho' it was her own : And added, That 


if what he had promis'd did not con- 


tent her, and ſhe ſhould leave him the 
next Day, he would preſent her with 


double the Value of what ſhe had loſt. 
This, in ſome Meaſure, alleviated her 
Grief, and appeas d her for the preſent 
Time. He likewiſe expreſs d a great 
Regard for me; and promis'd, if I did 
not wilfully offend him, he would 42 8 
vide very handſomly for me. : 


Mr. 'H ealthy was my Mother's 


Here; Brother. He was à Gentleman 
of a polite Behaviour, perſectly well- 


bred; and comely, for his Age, being 
about Fiſty- five. He was ſome Yeats” 
older. than my Mother, but was en- 
du'd with 22 75 excellent Qualifiea - 


tions, and had nothing of the Moroſe- 


neſs which is too common with aged 
Perſons. | He us'd every Means in his 


Tower to render our Lives agreeable ; 
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and hardly ever went out, but he 
brought us ſome Preſent at his Ne- 
* — 

He had buried his Wit: about 
fourteen Years before our Arrival ; 
and his Daughter, the only Child he 


ever had, died about two Years after 


her Mother. As he was prodigiouſly 


fond of Mrs. Wealthy, her Loſs, to- 


gether with that of his Daughter, 


very greatly afflicted him, and he de- 
termin'd never to marry again; ſo 


that we had the abſolute Command 
of his Houſe, and every Thing in 
. it. 

T now led a Life that might have 


been call'd happy, had not Love 


reign d ſo potently in my Heart : 
But, alas! nothing pleas d me in Cor- 


gelib's Abſence. Every Thing appear d 


inſipid.—— In ſhort, I liv'd in a Man- 


ner that could not but be very agree- 

able to a diſengag'd Perſon. I was 

preſent at every Publick Diverſion 

and Entertainment, in Company with 

my Mother and Uncle; yet I neithet 
Tought 


IM 
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fought | new Acquaintance, or new: 
Conqueſts. My firſt Paſſion was too 
deeply engraven on my Heart, to 
allow even a T hought of - Comfort 
from another. 1 


CHAP. IL. 


1 Wealthy tales Mrs. Shakeſp pear 
and Sophia 40 fee the Public Entry 
J a Venetian Nobleman. They ad 
mire its Magnificence. Their Gendola 
Was Over=/et. Sophia meets 
with a Very extra Ty Ale 
Venture. [1 1:16 | t 1 


Venetian Senator having marry'd 
a very great Lady in ſome other 
Etz of Italy, was to make a grand 
Entry into Venice along with his 
Lady, on the River, with a nume- 
rous and ſplendid Attendance. 0p 
Uncle taid, As this was an uncom- 
f N mon 
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mon Sight to us, as well as to moſt 
of the Inltabitants, ſuch Entries being W 
«ſeldom or never heard of, he an. 180 
give us a Gondola for our Entertain- o. 
ment. This he accordingly did, and th 
would have attended us himſelf, but fre 
that ſome particular Affairs call'd him 
elſe- where. no 
We took our Gondola on the Day aft 
appointed, and ſet out in order to 10 to 
this extraordinary Sight. The Entry At. 
Was indeed very magnificent, and the kr 
Hands of Muſick perform d ſo ad- Pu 
mirably, that they could not but a 
charm the moſt inſenſible Auditors. ha. 
The River was cover'd with Gondolas, I Ch 
which were full of People; whole m). 
rich Dreſſes, and the Reflexion of the Se: 
Sun, whoſe Beams ſhone very bright, | me 
could not but dazzle the Eyes, tum I thi 
them which Way you would: In wh 
ſhort, all was Splendor. JT be 
We had lain by, that we might an 
take the more ſatisfactory View; and he, 
we were ſo loſt in Admiration, that / 


we did not perceive a Gondola, much I toy 
larger 


larger than ours, running foul of us; 


which came againſt us with ſuch a 
Shock, that it ſoon rous'd us out of“ 


our pleaſing Lethargy, nor could all 


the Art of the Gondoliers hinder it 
from driving on us a ſecond Time. 

I fainted away after the firſt Shock, 
nor did I recover for near an Hour 
after; when, to my great Surprize, I 
found myſelf 3 in a ſtrange Room, with 
Attendants about me entirely un- 
known, but who ſeem'd there on 
Purpoſe to wait on me: At length 
2 Man very richly dreſs d, whom I 


had not before ſeen, roſe from . 


Chair whereon he had been ſitting by 
my Bedſide; and, beckoning to the 
Servants to retire, 


mediately did, approach 'd me But 


think how great was my Aftoniſhment, 


when he came nearer, to find him to 
be Cyrdelio Tell me, cry d I, ⁊uhese 
am I? In the Hands of one, anſwer d 
he, who eſteems you more than Life; 
whoſe greateſt Torture Was your being 
800 * 2000 19 nod re- 
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which they im- 
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folo'd never again to part with yu. 
Alas] reply'd I, why do: you folly ti 


4 Wretch, who was never born to ti 
| be happy? One who is unworthy your U 
Notice. I muſt andeed own, when I | «, 


| was Heireſs to a Fortune of Ten Tou- yr 
and Pounds, I had a Haſſion fr u 
Cordelio, and thought myſelf a Match 2 
fit for him: But now, reduc d to the Y an: 
Slate of a Dependant on anothers | i; 
 Good-ril] —— a pes fes Beggar — . 
Hb ſhould I think a Man of tis 

Hſtate would harbour even a Thought | #6 
of me, except it vere to Work iy 1 
Ruin? No! it can never be; fr 1 I. 
tan never be happy. O leave me, b. 
my Cordelo; leave me —— jel 6 
Das never deſtin'd to be bleſs'd with 7 
von; reſtore me to my grieving Mi- ib © 
her, and leave me to my unhatly be 
Fate. What! reply'd he, and am] 1 O 
then indifferent to you? O! haples v 
Dime I thought my Sophia never . 
could forget ue Her, I am ſure, I | 
newer could Ton bid me fly hence, 9e 
nun leute zun. No, iny Sophia, /ooner F 
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avontd I give up all I am worth, 
than quit thee, who art more precious 1 
to me than the richeft Gem. —— But 
wherefore. do I ſpend my Breath in A 
wain? Abſence bas eras'd me from 
your Memory, and you no more regard. 
me. | Conflancy is a Virtue ſo uncom- 
mon, that you ſhun me as a Monſter ;\ 
and I am hated for my Truth by her, 
in whom alone my Life—— my Happi- 
neſs is center ld. N 
Think not, anſwer d I, mi Cordelio, 
fo harſhly of me. ] love you ſtill; ana, 
I call Heaven to Witneſs, can never 
ore another. But. if Tate has ap- 
pointed I ſhould be unhappy, dh 
 foould J ſtride to 'make another ſo & 
Then leave me to my Ils; for hows 
can you expett ever to be happy with 
ber, whoſe only Portion is Poverty? i 
O my Sophia! reply'd he, confider. cu 
what tis you now requeſt ! No les ö 
than the utter Ruin of one ⁊ubo als il 
ways. muſt adore you. Tet, though Wi 
you can compel” me to forſake you, ſx 
you'll fee me end my Pangs' and Life fi 
BB GR Ns "ae 
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together. —— Why do you mention 
Rzches ® Think you then I courted you 
for your Fos tu, No! by my Soul, 
Sophia, without a Portion, is as dear--- 


nay dearen to me, than when reckon'd 


the rich Merchant's Daughter. Har- 


bour not fach Thoughts of poor Cor- 


delio. Tf you can have Confidence 
ſtill in me, fly from this Place 


Talk not of your Mother; ſhe never 


ew'd the leaſt Regard for your Well- 
e, and . 2 cannot 
affet# her. We will direct our Courſe 
to Geneva, and there be join d beyond 
the Poaver of Man to ſeparate us. 

But to what Purpoſe would it be 
to relate all the Arguments he urg'd 


to make me go, wherein he expreſs d 
himſelf with all the Fire Love is ca- 
pable of producing in the Heart of 
Man? Let it ſuffice to tell you, 1 
at laſt conſented; having made him 


Promiſe to write to my Mother, and 
my tender Uncle, whom I was in- 
deed ſorry to leave, to inform them 


here J was, and how I had dil | 
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pos d of myſelf, which he afterwards 
exactly perform'd. | 

From thence, in two Days, we ſet. 
out; and, after a Journey of a Month 
long, arriv'd at . Geneva. We ſpent 
ſome ſmall Time in moſt of the re- 
markable Places which lay in our 
Way, and were 9 'd the wa after 
our Arrival 


— — ___ wi _ 1 — r 


CHAP. m. 
Cordelio's Story: 


E R E boring ſome Time to 
reſt, I begg d him to inform 
me what it was brought him to 
Venice. He told me, Three Days 
after my Departure he arriv'd in Town; 
where, repairing to Leonora, after his 
uſual Manner, to enquire concerning 
me, ſhe told bim J was well, and ttt. 
loy'd him ; but then he could not ſee 


me, 


1 2 * 
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me, I was: ſo. cloſely watch'd. EY 


Li He would ſcale the Windows 


next Night out of the Court - Yard, 


as he had engag d to his Intereſt one 
of the Grooms; and, if I loy'd him, 
he doubted not but I would: 8⁰ With 
him. 


„ ſeem'd to approve his Re- 


Wlution. He then went to a neigh- 
bouring Coffee-Houſe; where, to his 


great Surprize, he heard my Mother 


Was gone, no Body knew why or 
| Whither. On this he enquir'd of the 
Groom; who could tell him no more 
than that he. had been diſcharg'd by 
Leonora, his Mi ſtreſs and Family hav- 
ing retir'd none knew whither, and 
that Doctor Potion had been ſince in 
the Houſe. On this he went to 


Leonora; and, having blam'd her for 


the Trick put on him, begg d to 
know if I had left no Meſſage for 
him. To this Leonora rejoin' d 1 
my own Words: That I entreated him 


« to fix his Affection on ſome Perſon 


4 Be 6 more happy * ans: ne worthy his 
oF | 2 Elteents | 


4 
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4 Eſteem; ſince we were never likely 
to be happy in each other, and 
„ he could have no Hopes of me, 
4 who. was now tuin'd by an im- 
« prudent, unfortunate Mother.“ 

He had not Patience to ſearch into 
the Particulars, but beſeech'd Leonora 
to inform him whither I was gone, 
yet all in vain. She ſaid, She would 
neyer diſcover it, becauſe ſhe had 
| promis'd Secrecy. On this he told 
her, He was reſolv'd to travel, and 
never to return without me; and at 
length ſhe to far fatisfy'd him, as to 
inform him, I was gone | into a Part of 
.. 
He ſtraigit ſet out, had paſs d thro 
moſt of the petty States of Krit er- 
land and Italy; and having, without 
hearing of me, - enquir'd all the Way, 
went at laſt to Rome, where nothing 
was ſo much talk'd of as the grand 
Entry, which Signior I was to 
make in Venice with his Lady. Hither 
then he repair d; and, in the Midſt 
of the Entry, heard ſome Body 
„ CEC ſhrie K 
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| ſhriek not unlike me. He ſtartel 
from muſing, I being the Sub, 
and perceivd a Gondola Juſt over- 
| det, and ſome Ladies fall into the 


Water. He immediately, out of Com- 


paſſion, leapt in, and took up the 
firſt Perſon he could lay hold on. 
The other Ladies were likewiſe taken 
up, many Perſons having jump di in to 
fave them; but, having rais d me in 
his: Arms, he was fill'd with Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and ſeeing the reſt of my Com- 
* were not hurt, he carried me off. 


a 
Cordelio and Sophia Fil to par, They 


embark for England. The) ure at- 
tack'd by Robbers, . 2 Cordelo 15 
murder d. © | 


AVING ſpent two Months 
here to reſt ourſelves, we ſet 


out tor Paris; where having .liv'd a 
Year 


RG 4 
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10 Year and a Half, view'd Verſailles, 
Matli, Funtainbleau, and all Places 
- BW that were any Way curious, we re- 
. ſolvd to ſet out for Londun; but 
ſtopp'd for two or three Days, in 
order to pay another Viſit to Ver- 
Halles, to ſee the Water-Works play, 
| for the Entertainment of ſome Perſons 
of great Diſtinction. _ 8 
The next Day we ſet out fy We 
an; and, in a Week, arriv'd at Calais. 
| We then embark'd aboard the Packet, 
and arriy'd, after a Voyage of fine 
Hours, at Dover. Here we reſted ſor 


man, an Acquaintance of Cyrdelios. 
[NE thought now that Fortune had 
been weary of perſecuting me, and 
+ that I ſhould have ſpent the Reſt of 
my Life in Peace. But this was only 
ſome Days Reſpite, for my Misfortunes | 


two Days at the Houſe of a Gentle- 5 


ſoon grew more grieyous than ever. Þ 
We had: not travell'd above. tent _— 


Miles from Dover, when two Men 
rode out of a Bye-Road, and paſs' d 
cloſe by us us. One of them turning, ſhort 5 
EY 11 0 
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on my Husband, preſented a Piſtol at 
him, and bid him deliver: But he, 
| with his Whip, ſtruck the Piſtol out 
of his Hand, and ſhot him with one 
of his own Piſtols, which he carry'd 
in his Holſters. The other ſeeing his 
Companion hurt, fir'd a Blunderbuſs, 
and ſhot Cordelio thro” the Body; 
and being again ſhot with the re- 
maining Piſtol by the wounded Fel- 
low, he drop'd from his Horſe, as did 
the Villain whom he had wounded, 
within three or four Yards of him. | 
I The remaining Highwayman, ſeeing 
both fall, immediately diſmounted, and 
riffled his Comrade's Pockets as gen] 
as Corahiy's; and, hearing ſome Peo- 
ple approach, he inftantly rode off 
Daring the Skirmiſh, I had re- 
tir d behind a Hedge; and, on ſeeing 
the Robber depart, I came out at 
the ſame Time that three Gentlemen 
came up, well mounted and arm d. 
We all together went up to the Body 
of Cordelio, which was Rretch'd IE. 


_ 


on the Ground. 
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To them I told my Story; upon 
which two purſu'd the Villain, 4 
the third ſtay d with me, of whoſe 
Face methought I had ſome flight 
Notion; though my Concern was 

then ſo great, that I ſcarcely heeded: 

him. Not ſeeing much Blood about 
 Cordelio, L was in Hopes that he was: 

only in a fainting Fit, and might 
recover. I immediately communicated 
my Thoughts to the Gentleman, who 
was an elderly Man. He ſearch'd 
his Wounds, and told me it might be 

lo. | |: HE: 115 
In a little Time the two other 
Gentlemen return'd, and told me they 
had rais d the Country in Purſuit of 
the Robber ; but, at the ſame Time, 
that they were afraid he was too well 
mounted to be ſpeedily | overtaken. 
And indeed their Words prov'd true; 
for he eſcap'd this Time, but ſoon 
after was taken for ſome other Robbery 
and hang'd, before which he confeſs d 
tus Fact. Le 
The 
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The Gentlemen had brought with 


them a Horſe - Litter, in which they 
laid the Body of Cordelio, to convey 


him to the next Town. But how 
were my Sorrows encreas d when, on 


our Arrival, they inform'd me he was 
quite dead ! —— Words cannot expreſs 


the Lamentations I made; nor is it 


poſſible to conceive my Grief, for the 


| Loſs of my dear Cordelio. The Gen- 


tlemen ſtrove to conſole me, and promig'd 


to aſſiſt me in any Thing that lay in 


their Power —— but nothing could 
give me Comfort. 


' To enhance my Misfortunes, I had 


but Ten Guineas in the World, which 
by great good Luck I had kept in my 
own Pocket; nor did I know what to 
do, or where to turn me: And it wouid 
be in vain to expect any Thing from 


Corgetro's Heir (for he had Eight Hun- 


dred Pounds per Annum) as could not 
prove myſelf his Wife. | 
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80 ophia is greatly afflifted at the Death | 
| of Cordelio. A Perſon defires to 


ſpeak with ber, whoſe Preſence pro- 


digiouſly ſhocks her. His Name La | 
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Y Senn was ſo great all 

Night, that I enjoy'd not the 
leaſt Repoſe; and, in the Morning, I 
was in a violent Fever. It was yet 
early, when a Servant came up and 
told me that a Gentleman deſir'd to 
ſpeak with me. As I gueſs'd it to be 
one of thoſe who had Yeſterday us'd 
me ſo courteouſſy, I defir'd he "mike 
be ſhewn up; and 1 found I had not 
been miſtaken, for it was the elderly 
Gentleman who had ſtaid with me 
the Day before on the Road. He 
deſird to know how I did? To which 


I reply'd, I found myſelf fo ill, that 1 5 


hop d 1 e never recover it. 
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He told me, I ſhould not affliq 
myſelf 1o abundantly, for it was the 


Will of Heaven, who had lent this 
Trouble perhaps to try my Patience, 


and that I ſhould bear it like a Chriſ- 
tian. He then inform'd me, He had 


ſent the Body of Gordelio up to Lon- 
don, to the Perſon who was to ſucceed 


him in his Eſtate, with an Account 


of his Death, that he might be in- 
terrd in a Mamer ſuitable to Nis 
Quality. 


At length he ask'd. me, If I re- 
member'd ever to have ſeen him? 


I anſwer'd, That I had a flight Idea 
of him, yet could not tell who he 
Was. My Name, ſays he, is Potion. — 


At this I ftarted. — Alas] faid 1 


when will my Misfortunes end ! Was 


it not enough that I ſbould loſe my 
deareſ Husband, but I muſt alſo fall 
into the Hands of a Wretch, to whom 


I ove. my Ruin! 


Here I became ſo weak that I 


fainted * 
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le having brought me to myſelf, 
| I would have again exclaim'd, had 
be not prevented me, by begging of 
me to give him Time to ſpeak. No- 
hing, ſays he, ever touch'd me more, 
| | than the moving Situation in which 
I. und you Teſterday; and I could not 
but Jook upon myſelf to be the un- 
Happy Cauſe of the Pangs I [aw you 
ten endure: For the your Trouble 
was /o great that you did not know 
ne, yet I remember'd you very Well. 
Hu often, ſince your Flight, has it 
grid me to think, that I could 
blame myſelf as the fatal Cauſe of it ; 
and that I ſhould be jo fooliſh as to 
attempt to revenge me on a Woman's 
Weakneſs ; who afied the Part fhe 
did, perhaps, thro the Violence of her 
 Paſhon ® Hh often fince have I 
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wiſh'd that it might he in my Power 
to affift her, or ſome of her Family, in 
Reparation for my Fault; and gracious 
Heaven, knowing the Sincerity of my- 
Hart, has at length vorchſaf'd to 
bear my Prayer, and grant me wat 


-” 
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1 ſo earneſtly deſr d. If any one eur 


felt Satisfaction I do it at this Minute, 
in finding an Opportunity of fo happily 
cOmpleating my Wiſhes : And, Madam 


PR 


7 


Intentions, be aſſur d that whilſt Potion 

troes, you ſhall never want a Friend. 

uur dear Leonora has left London, 

in Search of you and your Mother; and, 

as perhaps you have no one you can 

truly call your Friend, make my Houſe 

your Alylam. Whilſt I Irve you fhall 

never want any Thing that may con- 
tribute to your datisfattion and Pleaſure, 

in order to attone for the Wrongs done 

| you, thro your Mother, by me. I have 
24 Niece, who lives inthe Houſe Toth me, 
1 and cuho is no Way diJagreeable. With 
W her you may ſpend the Time, and enjoy 


the Pleaſures of any Diver fron you fancy. 


I ſhall leave you to confider what I have 
| faid; and, in two or three Imurs, ſball 
call on you to breakfaſt with me. Ibu 

need be under nv Uneaſineſs on Account 


us Teſierday. They were Country 
= SQUIRES, 


4 
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the better to ſhew you the Truth of my 


of the anther Gentlemen, that vere vith | 
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Spuires, who knew you not, With whon 


I fell in for the jake of Company, and 
avho are this Morning departed Very 
early to purſue their Fourney.. I once 
again take my Leave, and beg .1 a'll 
compoſe yourſelf to Sleeh a little, for you 
ſeem much to require it. 


On this he went out of the Room, 
without giving me Time. to reply. 1 


no- began to deliberate on what he 
had propos d; and, as I look'd upon 


it to be void of Diſſimulation, and to 
be utter'd with the greateſt Sincerity, I 
reſolvd to accept of it, at leaſt till I 


could take an Opportunity of inan 


my Friends of my Condition. 


As the Violence of my Grief was 
ſomewhat abated, Sleep ſtole inſenſibly 
on me, and I enjoy'd a gentle Slumber, 
In about two Hours he return'd; and 
told me, He was glad to ſee I look d 
ſo much better than T had done aw hile 
ago, which made him hope that his 

ate Diſcourſe had in ſome Meature 

prevail'd, and the Sincerity of his In- 


tentions appear d. I anſwer'd, That 
| . 
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were I ſure of the Truth of his De- 
; figns I ſhould readily agree to his Pro- 
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poſals, which were too advantageous 
for a Perſon in my Circumſtances to 


| refuſe. By all that is ſacred or bind- 


ins in the World, ſaid he, you may 
believe the Truth of what I ſay, and 
truſt in the Sincerity of my Declara- 
tion: Nor do I, by propoſing it, mean 
more than, as well as I can, to 


| remedy the Evils you were plunged 


into thro my Weakneſs. If you can't 
confide in what I ſay, propoſe ſome 


ſtronger Oath to confirm it, and I ſhall 


readily take it. Hell, "anſwer'd I, 
Doctor, I can't doubt your Integrity 
after this, and now ] accept of your 
ropoſal ; nor ſball I defire any other 
Saur than what you have already 


 grven, and ſhall hereafter conform me 
fel to your een, Zh 
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CHAP. VI. 


$ Soi arrives in London With Dr. 

' Potion. Her Reaſons for ſo doing. 
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H E N we had breakfaſted, a 
| Servant inform'd the Doctor, 
that the Chaiſe he had order'd was 
ready, - upon which he conducted me 
into it; and we arriv'd, after an eaſy 
| Journey, at his Houſe in London. I 
vas but fmall, yet large enough for 
| his Family; being no more than his 
Niece, two Maid Servants and a Man, 
„to which I was now added. He a 
| pointed me an handſome Chamber, and 

ſeem'd to be ſtudious of preparing 
every Thing that he thought might be 
pkaſing to me, or contribute to my 
Entertainment. 
As I knew not where this ſtrange 
Adyenture ae end, I determin d to 


be. 


* 
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reſign myſelf to Providence, reſolyi 
to make myſelf as eaſy as I could, til 
I had = from my Mother or TH. 
cle: For I conſider d, That had I re- 
turn'd to Venice (which I might have 
done, as there were Ships frequently 
going thither) before I had clear'd my- 
ſelf fully to them, I might perhaps 
have met with a Reception which I did 
not deſerve. My Mother I knew too 
well to expect a good one, after my 
Flight and Marriage with my dear Gor- 
aclio; and my Uncle I was not as yet 
ſufficiently acquainted with, to know 
whether he had that real Regard for 
me which he often declar'd he had, and 
which his Actions ſeem'd to confirm. 
It was for theſe Reaſons that I en- 
deavour'd to content myſelf under my 
preſent Circumſtances, till it ſhould be 
the Will of Heaven to alter * Con- 
dition for the better.. 
L enquir'd after Leonaru; kk, as i the 
Doctor had before inform d me, ſhe had 
left the City. As for any other Ac- 


„ Fpaintance I had, * were o 25 
| an 
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and whom I had never any great Opi- 
nion of, that T troubled none of them ; 
left, coming to the Knowledge of the 
tottering Situation of my Affairs, and 
my preſent Dependence, they ſhould 
have repuls d me in a Manner too 
ſhocking for a Perſon of my haughty 
Spirit to bear. | | 

When Perſons are reduc'd to low 


Circumſtances, it has often been their 


Fate, upon applying to thoſe whom 
perhaps they have much oblig'd ; nay, 
even rais'd to their preſent Stations f in 
Life, to be deſpis'd and rejected. Of 
this T have known many Inſtances; 
and in particular a very ex traordinary 
one, in the Perſon of a certain Noble- 
man, who was ruin'd rather by his 
hoſpitable, generous Temper, than any 
Irregularity. This Gentleman being; re- 
duc'd to very indifferent Circumſtances, 
conſidering, his Rank, apply'd to bor- 
row a Sum of Money (in order to pur 
chaſe a Poſt in the Army) to a Perſon 
who was very rich, and who then drew 


he 


| 128 The Hiſtory of i 
he had acquir'd thro' the Intereſt of of 
this Nobleman, promiſing to repay it to 


N Li 22; — 
-" > — 
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. ö in a ſhort Time; but was an{werd, | 
5 with an unuſual Surlineſs, That he I m 
i could not ſpare ſo much. The Noble- or 
"* man deſir'd him to lend him as much in 
as he could conveniently ſpare : But he I in 
Wl) reply'd, very audaciouſly, That he did I ic 
5 not care to lend Money at all: That tt 


if he had the good Luck to acquire & 
any Thing, he might thank his own n 
Induſtry and good Behaviour for it ; 
for, had he not deſerv'd it, no one fi 
would have given it him; therefore to II nm 
none was he oblig'd, for what he had I f 
earn'd and purchas'd with Diligence and I ir 
Care. a7 ä 
At this the Nobleman left him with I tc 
Indignation, nor ſtaid to make a Re- N 
ply: But, I have been told, he found In 
a2 Means of repreſenting his Caſe to I ft 
his Royal Maſter, who ſet him above 1 C 
* 
B 
V 
d 


being again affronted by ſuch mean- 
ſpirited Wretches, and in whoſe Favour 
| he now deſervedly ſhines ; having it 
in his Power to repay the — 
4 | : 0 
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of this Villain, but his Sentroey is 
[ too great to notice We. 

; As I reflected on the baſe Freatk 
ment this Nobleman met with, from 
one whoſe Obligations to him were 
1 I infinite, it deterr'd me from apply- 
> ing to People who were not in the 
| WI laaft bolt? to ſerve me, farther than 
t MW the common Rules of Civility requir'd; 
© 

1 


f 


for fear of rnceting with worſe Treat- 

ment. 
; My Neat tbr making this Digreſ- 
e 40 is, leſt that, without conſidering 
) abſolute N eceſſity, the Reader 
1 Would too raſhly cenſure my Conduct 
n regard of Potion. My having but 

Ten Guineas remaining (a ſmall Stock 
to one who had liv'd in ſo grand a 
Manner as I had done) chiefly induc'd 
me to accept this Propoſal; thinking I 
) | ſhould: be but coldly receiv'd, my real 
> || Circumſtances known, go whither 1 
would, and therefore ſnapt at the firft 
Bait inconſtant Fortune threw in my 
Way: Juſt as a Perſon who is almoſt 
cdrown'd, Law has little Proſpect of 


1 [| {aving 
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ſaving his Life, lays hold of the ſlen- 
dereſt Twig to ſupport himſelf, til 
farther reliey'd. 


CHAP. VII. 


Potion's villainous Deſign. Sophia's 
 Difireſs, and the Reſolution with 
Which fhe undergoes it. 


J Liv'd a conſiderable Time pretty 

quietly in the DoQtor's Houſe. The 
only Company I had was Clara, his 
Niece. She was not a handſome, yet 
a well-bred Girl; could talk very well, 
and loy'd Reading. As the Doctor 
had a pretty good Collection of Books, 


we both ſpent great Part of our Time 


* 


in his Study. 7 | 
I remain'd as eaſy as poſſible under 
my preſent Circumſtances, patiently 
Waiting for the next Change of För- 


kane; reſolying to meet, with all the | 


. Courage 


— 
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me as it otherwiſe might have 
I calmly therefore For an d, My Inno- 
| Fence Was ſufficient to defend me. e, 
any ſuch Accuſation. He told me, 
My pretended Innocence would be of 
Ale e to 1 for he had ſuffi- 


1 : „ +. - 
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Courage of an Heroine, whatever Dan- il 
ger the fickle Goddeſs ſhould next pre- 


lent me: For I look'd on the Quiet- 
neſs I now enjoy 'd as no more than a 


Calm, which preceded ſome terrible 
Storm 
were but too well grounded. 


And indeed my Suſpicions 


One Day, after Breakfaſt, the Doc- 


tor calld me into his Cloſet, and diſ- 


cours'd me awhile ; laying before me, 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the Heinouſe 
neſs of the Crime my Mother had re- 
foly'd to perpetrate againſt him. He 


. produc'd a Paper, whercin he 
my Name; which, he in- 


me 
pack ug was a Warrant againſt me, 


for being an Accomplice to my Mo- 


 ther's infamous Deſigns. 


Being prepard for the worſt of | 


Eyents, this did not ſo much 8 
Ole. 


cient 


E 
3 
* 
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cient Teſtimony to prove my being an 


Accomplice; and he would have Satis- 
faction from me, ſince he could not 
from my Mother. | 

I anſwer'd very reſolutely, As I] 


knew I was free from the Crime al- 


ledg'd againſt me, his Menaces did not 
in the leaſt affect me. Beſides, our 
Laws were too juſt to condemn a Per- 
ſon on his bare Accuſation : And IT was 
ſure he could have no other Proof for 
what he adyanc'd, but what himſelf 
pleas'd to aſſert. As for his having 
{ufficient Teſtimony for what he ſaid, 


that IT fear'd not. I did not believe 


any Perſon, but himſelf, could be ſuch 


a mean, ſordid Wretch, as to acknow- 
ledge that for a Truths which never had 


a Being, to ſerve the Ends of a bale, 
poor, "deſigning Fellow, and ruin a 
Woman, who at preſent was diſtreſs d, 


but who never even ſought to hurt 


any one living. No / it is impoſſible. 


J defy the utmoſt you can do. With 


the ſmall Stock { have remaining, tho 


; WNEPOWH and unbefriended, PI -elje- 
| WOE: 


th 
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where try my Fortune; for much ra- 
ther had I ſtarve, than ſtay beneath 
the Roof of jo perfidions a Monſter. 
1 here made towards the Door, 
but he interpos'd: Nay, Hold, ſays he, 
I muſt bun your ws 104 becomes you 
exceedingly well, and really it makes 
you look better than you have done 
this good while: But yet I thank 
that haughty, aſſuming Air, and 
rais'd Tone of Voice, is no Way proper 
for your Benefafior. It ſeems then 
you dowt remember that I rais'd and 
comforted you, when fſaddenty plung d 
in unexpetted Poverty. That J re- 
deem'd you from your Miſeries, in- 
trodurd you into my own Houſe, 
and preferr'd you to my Table; and, 
in Return, I am". inſulted. Becanſe 
your Mother did nut deen me Wrongs 
enough, you mußt compleat them, as 
well as you can. I expetted to have 
found you at my beet, imploring Fur 
groencſs, and attoning for your Q 
fences with Tears; but, on the con- 
 trary, I am abus'd.—— I would here 


1 1 * Erve him any Thing that $ 
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have ſpoken, but he would not al- 
low me. 

It may be, ſays he, J ſhall ſtop your 
Haſte ſooner than you imagine, and 
male you talk in a much gentler 
Strain, Saying thus, he knock'd 


with his Foot, and an ill-loofing, 


meagre Fellow, whom I had tecollede 
to Won ſeen working in my Mother's 
Gardens, enter'd the Room. 
Fellow, ſays he, declare what you 

bade beard paſs between this Woman 
and her Mother concerning me: Upon 
which the Fellow poſitively aſſerted, 
That fitting one Morning under a 
Hel in the Garden, eating his Break- 
faſt, he heard two Women in earneſt 


| Diſourſe; and one ſaid to the other, 
. Do you really think this Deſign 


ae le? Tes, anſwer d the other, 


Ju know Potion is @ %ery eafj-. 


tempr'd Man, whcn getting, or even 


4 expedling 40 get any Thing, ths of 


ever fo little Value. Tod know, by 
Experience, you bend him like a Reed, 


gon 


Here 


AS I % a— JO& 


DB: . 


„ ul Q hon 


the Poxuder; after the drinking of 


bis Word, but is infallible in his Fre 


Elf po Store Eo ad. Ac oo vn Te... Pie, 


drink: & got. p, and loo d over 


as could, to ſee who they wvere that 
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good, which he is ſure never to re- 
fuſe. Invite him to a Dram after 
Ten, in which you may before infuſe 


which he can't fail to adore you, and 
miſg, marry, to gratify his paſſionate 
Inchnations.——- The cunning Man af 
firm'd that it could not fail of Suc- 
ceſs ; and he is allow'd never to falſify 


foriptzons. : | 
| This raisd my Curnfty, ſaid he, 
to know who they were; having ame- 
times. feen your Honour walking in 
the Garden, and I remember pour 
Honour once gave me Six-hence io 


the Hedge as privately and as ſoftly 


were talking. When I found it lo be 
my Mifireſs and the young Lady her 
Daughter, I did not much heed their 
Diſcourſe, for I don't care to meddle, | 
in other People's Affairs; or, as e 


Ming. is, to dip my Fingers in another i 


Man's Porridge: Till, being diſchasgd 
5 SR FT EF 1. SF 
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and bird as an Helper to your Hi 
nous Gardener, Mr. Robert, J Fold 


him the Story, becauſe I thought it 


might concern you, and you were af. 
" terwards pleas'd to give me —— 
Enough, Fellow, ſays Potion; wait 
_ below. 2 | 


Now, Madam, ſays he, turning to 


me in a jeering Manner, I hope you 
are ſufficiently convinc'd of my Proof , 
and 1 believe my Teſirmony, . together 
With this Fellow's, may be taken for 
' Truth. 


/ Cornvine'd ! lays I, I am 
too well of your Villainy. I would 
have proceeded, but the Wretch's 


Aſſurance ſo aſtoniſh'd me, that I could 
not expreſs myſelf but in Tears. 
Hie rejoin'd, After what you have 
beard, you can't but think I have it 
in my Power to puniſh you; which 


be aſſur'd I ſhall do with Severity, un- 


 beſs you ſubmit to the Conditions 1 


fall impoſe. Know then, that I ad- 


mir'd your Mother, fron the firſt Time 


1 Fo ſhe acknowleds'd a: Paſſion for me; 
nay, that jo highly, that I defend t 
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have accepted her Propofals of Mar- 
age, and determin'd to have dijclos'd 
% Thoughts io her on that very 
Day when I fortunately found the 
Ingredients prepar'd for me, and the 
Paper in which Was ſet got the 
anner of adminijiring it, with its 
ale, Effefts. 9 I 
| re] happily diſcover'd a Plot Jail | 
th make me ever after mijerable ; 
hieb plainly prov'd the Motioe that” 
induc'd her to avow a Likins to me, 
WIS Gain. In this, you are conſcious, 
yu were a guilty Afſiciate. The In- 
Abt this gave me ito her real, na- 
tural Inclinations, as well os her 
preſent Poſture of 1 chang d 
my ardent Lobe into the moſt violent 
Hatred; and from that Time I re- 
flo to puniſh her in the miſt ex- 
emplary Manner, in order to deter 
other weak People from ufins the 
[ame vile Pra e But ſho, inform 2 
by ſome inviſible Spirit, always fe is 
tant to propagate WitkednefS, xi 


nnn and Clerig unknown to an y 
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but a Woman of her Contrivant, 
farprizingly defeated my Intentions." 
' Jt was ſome Grief to me, to find 
had been diſappointed ; but whey 
I knew her to be out of my Power, 
TI ſfiifled my Revenge, till ſome Ob. 
fortunity ſhould preſent itjelf. A 
length you Iuckily fell into my Hands, 
on that Day when . your Husbant 
was kilfd by FHighwaymen. Ti 
deere not ſo much alter d, but that 
T1 ſtraight knew you. Your Mother's 
Uſage coming freſh into my Memory, 
and finding it then in my Powe 
to be roveng a, tho not on herſelf in 
Perſon, yet on her ſecond ſelf, her 
Child; who, to give the greater Gufi 
to my Revenge, was not oni featur'd 
very like her, but even much handſomer, 
T reſokv'd to execute my Devices. 
he better to accompliſh my Deſign, 
I offer'd you an Aſylum at my Houſe; 
but nought © can expreſS the Foy I 
_ conmcerv'd, in finding your Circumſtancis 
oblig'd' you to accept the Invitation. 
Knowing I had à Servant whom. 75 
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had ſeen, whoſe Depoſition againſt 
| you would. be enough, I firſt deſign'd © 
% have ſtraight deliver you up to 
971 | Tufice; but having confider'd that 
er, ¶ you! have ſome Share of Beauty, and 
Wl Perſonage not to be rejefied, I was 
: indic'd to make you an Offer of the 
% /ame Terms, on which I was willing 
"WW i agree with your Mother: Only I 
% WW (61/7 not demand any Money of you, | 
at WW tzcanuſe I know you have none 10 
fare. I ſhall, in Return, groe you a 
5 Bona, which ſhall entirely free you 
er from all Apprehenſioms of my ever mo. 
ing "ay After this, you ſball ble 
at Liberty depart whither you”. A 
1222 ples I halls give. you Ten Pounds” 
il bear your Charges back. to your 1 
Mother, or elſe you may remain in 
ny Houſe, and make the ſame Uſe of 
it that you were wont, provided that 
Jou repeat the Obligation as often as 
I pleaſe. But let me tell you once 
again, if you dy not peaceably ſubmit, 
| | ſhall give you up to the Rigour .0 
= apa and 1 you. with the 
5 uf moſs 
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utmoſt Severity-;, and my Proofs are 
too glaring, ever to allow your coming | 


off. = 
1 arbarous, inſulting Wretch ! an— 
ſwer' d I, have you then the Impudence 
fo audacioufly to declare your Wicked 
Purpoſes ! Mas it, only to work my 
Ruin, and render me infamous, you 
invited me hither, under the Mask to 
betray me. Was it for this ] liſtend 


to your artful, treacherous Diffimula- 


tion? Why did I not ſtop my Ears 


to reſtrain me from hearkening lo that 
Vorce, which, under Pretence of ad- 


miniſtring me Comport, and. delivering 
mie from crouding Miferies, fought for 


ever to undo mz: 9% Aae you then 
no Shame, thus openly to acknowledge 
your Baſeneſs ! No Remorſe ! No Stings 
of Conſcience, for ſtriving to wrong an 
innocent Creature in your | Power ! 
No Pity for @ poor, forlorn, helpleſs 


Mete] Wi by, alas ! vas I refervd 


for this? Why was ͤ not rather 
left to Want and pinching Poverty ? 
Better that I had begs'd my. Bread 
"I WIS . 29 | from 
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from L Door: 4 to Door, and fed upon the 

Morſels purchas'd by my. Entreaties 
from charitable People, whoſe Cum- 
| paſſſon my unhappy Condition might 


have mo 21 Why aid noi 2 


with my unhappy Husband, whoſe 


greateſt Misfortune was bis Paving 
too, much Regard to my ill-fated Beau 


ty, the Chief of all my llis, rather 
than have fall en into this Villains 


Hanus! 
But wherefore ſhot] 11 archi. ? 
It was the Will of Heaven: that I 


ſoould farvive, | to taſie the Curſe in- 


fliffed on thoſe who. are guilty of. 
Diſobedience, and it is now fallen 
hearvily upon me. Had I remam'd 
with my Mother and good Uncle, 1 
had never experienced this: And ſure, 
for leaving them, I merit the mighticſt 
Ills, who am perhaps guilty of thz 
Death of an unfortunate Woman ; 
who, tho" ſhe had many Failings, yet 
luv d me tenderly. 

Theſe were the chief Arguments 1 


made ule of to turn him from his 


"Eg 


| Purpoſe, and ave me n the threat- 
ning Danger. Much more I ſaid, and 
much did he urge to perſwade me to 
the horrid Fact, at the Thoughts of 
which my very Nature ſhudders. Some- 
times I repreſented to him, that the 
_ Conſequence could be nothing leſs than 
the eternal Deſtruction of us both; 
and at others I told him, that the 


greateſt Villain could not do more 


than offer a Perſon Refuge, and then 
| betray her. Sometimes I entreated 
bim in the moſt ſoftening Terms I 
could think of, and then again my 
Fury drove me beyond: the Bounds 
of Reaſon. 
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Potion Jeaves Sophia in his Cloſet, 
under dreadful Apprehenfions. She 
tries to eſcape, but in vain. Reſolves 
to. ſtab Potion, ſhould he offer Vio- 
lence. A furprizing Accident de- 
Lroer's her « out of her Diſtreſs. © 1 


TE was deaf to all 1 —_ urge 

| in my Defence, and only laugh'd 

at my Paſſion. He heard me a good 
while, without interrupting me, and 


at laſt we t out of the Room; tell- 


ing me, His Buſineſs drew him at 
that Time elſe-where: Beſides, my 
Paſſion was then a little too violent 
to expect me to liſten to Reaſon; but, 


perhaps, I might be cooler when he 


came again. He charg d me to con- 
ſider what he had ſaid; being, at his 
Return, fully determin d to execute 
one or the een of his Purpoſes. 
When 
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When he was gone, I try'd to get 
out; but he had made the. Door too 
faſt, and T found myſelf depriv'd of all 
Likelihood of eſcaping. Upon this 1 
fate me down, to conſider what 1] 
| ſhould do; and at laſt reſolv'd, if 
he perſiſted, to ſtab him. For this 
Purpoſe I put a Penknife in my 
Boom which I commonly, carry'd in 

my Pocket: After which, T lay down 
on a Couch ſomething "quieter than 
before, and choſe out from among 
ſome Books which lay in the Room 
Drelincourt on Death; in which I 
had been reading for ſome Time, 


when TI heard a Perſon opening the 


Door. 


The DoQor came in, all in a Seit N 


muttering to Eimſelf, whilft he was 
ſearching for the Keys of his Preſs; 


he told me, He was not come, as 


yet, to demand Performance; but that 


having lent Three Hundred Pounds to 
Sir Thomas Leakland (who was now 
dying) upon his Bond, he muſt make 
haſte to have Judgment enter'd on it 


before | 


——__  .. 
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He ſpoke this ſo fat, and' 10 con- 


fuſedly that I could ſearce underſtand 
him; for he ſeem' d in great Hurry and 


Perplexity. The, Bond lay m a great 


| Caſe, where he kept his Books, Notes, 
and other Papers of Buſineſs. Over 


this Caſe, was 4 Marble Buſt of Galen, 

very large and heavy. His Haſte to 
get at the Bond made him forget, after 
he had put theKey in, to turn: it 3 and, 
giving it a great Pull to force it open, 
it hook the Caſe ſo violently, that the 
Marble Buſt fell down juſt u upon the 


Doctor's Head, which ſmaſn'd it all to 
Pieces; and he expir d, wirhout to was : 
0 4 Groan. | 


The Besten thock'd me the 1 


| had not Poweny to call Afſiſtance : but 
_ luckily the falling of the Buſt aarm'd © 


the Servants, and they ran up in great 


Confuſion.” Before any Enquiry could « | 
be made concerning the Accident, Clara 


ran in; and fein. the Doctor in that R 
FS 


"oh Condition, 
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Pert his Death, otherwiſe he ſhould | 
| loſe his Money. 
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Condition, immediately fainted in my 


* Arms. : 50.1 


After ſome Time, we brought her to 
herſelf. The Perſon who waited for 
the Bond, took the firſt Opportunity 
of her Recovery to deſire her to look 
for it. As ſhe expected great Part of 
the Doctor's Effects, ſhe immediately 
ſearch'd, notwithſtanding her Grief, and 
deliver'd the Bond, which prevented 
the Loſs of ſo large a Sum of Money. 
Nor was it too late, for Sir Thomas 


liv'd two Days after, and the Bond was 


properly ſecur'd. 


I could not reflect on \ the. Doctor 8 
ſudden Death without Horror, tho it 


ſeem'd to be the Aſſiſtance of Provi- 
dence, to free me from the deſperate 


Condition this old Villain's Artifice had 


plung'd me in. 
The Sunday fol E the Door 


Was bury'd, and the next Day Clara 


ſent for an Attorney of her Acquaint- 


5 + 
* 8 ance and examin'd the Will, which ſhe 


found in the ſame Caſe that had ocea- 


* the Doctor's Death, where {he 
diſco yer'd 
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fiſcover'd he had dy'd worth Twenty 
| Thouſand Pounds. He had left Four 
Thouſand Pounds to another Niece, 
and Five Thouſand to a diſtant Rela- 
tion, who was a Merchant in the City; 


leaving all the reſt to her, and herſelf 


folc Executrix. _ 
About a Week after this, when ſhe 


| was a little ſettled, - ſhe deſir d that I 


would not diſturb myſelf on Account 
of this Difaſter, but remain in her 
Houſe, and ſhare her Fortune; adding, 


That ſhe knew no Perſon * ſhe ſo 


= þ - 
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affectionately regarded, ſo that I might 
aſſure myſelf of my being very wel. 
come. 


her for this generous Offer; a as 1 


was now deliver d from my Fears, 1 


freely accepted it, ſeeing as yet no 


Means of bettering myſelf. 


I had often wrote to Venice, both to 


my Mother and Uncle, repreſenting 

my Caſe to them in the moſt moving 
Manner I could, but never receiv d an 
Anſwer, fo that L * to think that 


neither 


I could "Ph but be mund obl g'd to | 


* 
- 
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neither card to hear any more of m 
My Mother, for the Reaſons I have 


before mention d; and my Uncle, biaſs d 


by her; therefore I ſcarcely knew which 


Way to turn me, or what to do, had I 


left this Houle. 


CIR” IM. 


| Sophia 57 Auen ale 4 hs Turn. 
5 — Uncle arrives. Their 44-4 at 
8 | F 


: CAR being a Woman of ea, 


— Senſe, as well as of extreme good 
Nature, we liv'd very happily toge- 
ther and, had the Fortune been my 
own, I could not have liv'd with more 
Eaſe, my Commands in the Houſe be- 
ing as much reſpected and obey'd as 
tho' given by herſelf: In ſhort, I could 


not defire more, for I partook in al 


her Viſits and Diverſions. Ep 
Y 3 ä Ar 
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in length it happen'd that we were 

both invited to ſee the Solemnity of 
the Coronation | of His preſent moſt 
gracious Majeſty King GEORGE IL 
and were placd in ſuch a Manner that 
we could perceive every Thing that 
was done. When the Ceremony was 
over, we both came Home ; where we 
had been for ſome Time, and were diſ- 
courſing of what we had ſeen, when a 
Servant came and told us, an elderly 
Gentleman enquir'd for me. 

As I could not gueſs who it was, I 
deſir d he ſhould walk up: But who 
can conceive my Aftoniſhment, when I 
beheld my Uncle enter the Room! 
My Joy and Wonder were ſo great, 
that I could not ſpeak for ſome Mi- 
nutes. He catch'd me in his Arms A 
and, having for ſome Time tenderly 
embrac d me, Have I then, ſaid he, 


after ſo long 4 Search, found you wh, MM 
ASH: „„ . | 
Here his Joy v was ſo great, that he 


could no Way expreſs himself but in 
Tears. 


After 
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After the greateſt Signs of a mutuz] 
Satisfaction, Task'd him, Wherefore he 
had left Venice? where was my Mo- 
ther? and to what lucky Accident was 
the preſent happy Interview to be at- 


fributed ? Upon which he gave"! me 


the —— 8 Account. | 


5 


Gn 
Mr. Wealthy's de 
HAT Night we miſs'd. you, 
we were in the greateſt Grief 
uo 


_ * 1maginable, not knowing what to 
. think. The Gondoliers affirm'd, That 
they had ſeen a Gentleman take you 
up, and bear you to an adjacent 
„ Gondola: But this we knew not 
-how to believe, becauſe we expected, 
as you had no Acquaintance in Ve- 


nice, you would have return d Home, | 


after recovering from your Fright. - 


| $23.- * 5 . us ANG | 
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K Altho we made all poſſible En- 
4 quiry, yet we could get no farther 
6 Intelligence concerning you, and there- 
« " fore imagin'd you was drown'd ; till 
« your Husband's Letter freed us from 
our Apprehenſions, tho' not from 
« our Trouble: For tho' that inform'd 
* us you were alive, we look'd upon 
you as dead, ſince loſt to us. 
aur Mother us'd to rail againſt 
| Jou and your Husband, whenever 
* you were ſpoken of, tho' ſhe ſeem'd 
& to be griey'd for your leaving her. 
« * She took no Delight in any Com- 
but ſuch a Liking to ſome 
« 12 Italian Wine, which I had in 
« the Houſe, that ſhe often render'd 
“ herſelf unfit to be ſeen. I ſpoke to 
« tis of it two or three Times, and re- 
preſented the Diſorder it put her 
25555 at which the 1leem'd. greatly 
« « offended. N 
„pon this I rd to ſay no 
more to her, tho' it griey'd me to 
« the Soul. to ſee her thus, as I had 
6 N at her firſt coming, to bay | 


2 
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* her have her Deſires in any Thing: 


* But ſhe at laſt grew ſo fond it, tha 
*-ſhe kept herſelf almoſt always in- 


* toxicated, and would not keep her 


9 Chamber, but walk about the Houſe 
zin that Condition, here ſhe was 
often derided by my Servants; ſeve- 
„ral of whom, for this Reaſon, 1 turn d 
« away. 

1 laid this before her, when 6 
« found a ſober Interval, but it was 
to no Purpoſe. She took my friend- 
* Ty Advice in a wrong Manner; for 
ſhe look'd upon it that 1 reprov'd 
« her becauſe I was weary of her, and 
that ſhe was now grown burdenſome 
“ to me, ſo that ſhe was very often 


« in an inſenſible Condition; and it 


% ſoon got fo much the better of her, 
* that it threw her into a F ever, which 
u ended her Life. 

« Upon her Death-Bed ſhe bleſs d 
& her Shphia, and declar'd ſhe had great- 
% Iy wrong'd you, for which ſhe was 


« extremely ſorry : At the ſame Time 
F Pulling _ Diamond Ring off her 
5 8 Finger, 
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9 Finger, clapt it on mine, charging 
« me to deliver it to you, as a Token 
« of her laſt good Wiſhes, if ever it 
« ſhould be my Chance to meet with 

« you; which I promis'd to do, and 
« which here IJ do, according to my 
© Promiſe and her dying Will, reſtore 
to you. I have worn it ever ſince, 
in order to reſtore it to you the 
« firſt Opportunity, and it was the 
« only valuable Thing ſhe left. 

« 1 was indeed very ſorry for her 
« Death-; and, having no Children 
4 myſelf, 1. reldlv d to make it my 
„Buſineſs to ſearch for you. For 
© this Purpole I fold my Stock, ant 
« went to Geneva. I enquir dn n 
* that Church, wherein your Hus 
* band's Letter i inform'd us you Were 
« marry'd, yet could hear no more 
© of you, than that ſuch Perſous had 
been marry'd there, about a Year 
and a Half before; but whither 
they were gone, no one could in- 
form me: However, I took a b 
7 of the Certificate, * with the 
\ FE . Atteſtations 
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& Attcſtations of the Prieſt, Clerk 
and proper Officers; not knowin 
but they might be of Service. here. 


after, as you were marry” d in 
« foreign Country. 

« A little after I embark'd in a 2 800 
of my own, which I had freight. 
«ed and appointed to meet me at 
« Lyons, and ſail'd directly for England, 
Having ſold my Ship and Cargo to 
« good Advantage, I made it my 
Buſineſs to enquire every wer 
“ for you, both by your own. an 
your Husband's N ame, but could 
« hear nothing of you: Only in 
one Place I was told, That a Ge- 


La) 
La) 


* 
* 


A 
A 


« tleman of the ſame Name had been. 


« robb'd and murder'd by Villains, 
6 ſome Time ſince; but whether or 
% no he had been marry d they could 
not inform me, ſo that this only 
<« ſerv'd to embaraſs me the more. 


I now began to give up all 


Hopes of finding you, ſince my 
„Search was to no Purpoſe. Upon 


meeting with a Perſon atem 3 


* :, 
Sophia Auel. | I's 5 


and Diſeretion, e having been 
formerly very 1 I pitch'd on 


«of, his preſent Circumſtances; for it 
«would ng been ſomething hard 


„to a publick Life, to be at once 
4 deprivd of all Converſation: And 
own, I look'd upon it to be the 
4 « greareſt Gift Fortune could beſtow, 


to point me out ſo good a Friend. 
« He had, in the Beginning of his 
Life, been left Heir to Four Hun- 
« dred Pounds a Year; of which, 
7 having travellꝰd through moſt Coun- 


« diſe; but, meeting with many Mis- 
6 « fortunes, was reduc'd very low... + 


Hear Greenwich, of Eight Hundred 


Pounds per Annum, and have built 


13 2. an Faule ; wherein, with my 


7 55 = : 
a : 


« knew. to be a4 * both of Senſe 


« kim for a Companion, to which he 
« was eaſily induc'd by the Lowneſs 


for me, who had been always us d 


« next to the reſtoring my Sypbia, 25 


« tries in Europe, he fold the greateſt 
Part, and laid it out in Merchan- 


«I afterwards purchas'd- an, Eſtate, 


* | 0 Friend, 28 
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« Friend, I refolv'd to have ſpent 
«he Remainder of my Life in Retire. 
« ment, ſuch a Kind of Life being 

as agreeable to him as to me. 
Upon the Deceaſe of his late glori- 
* ous Majeſty, we were induc'd to come 
© to Town, in order to behold the 
* auguſt Solemnity of his preſent g- 
| * cious Myeſty's Coronation, and hird 
| * one of the moſt convenient Seats'l 
1 could get: But I had not been long 
„ 4 ſeated when I was ſurpriz d by the 
& Appearance of two Ladies, who took 
| EE their Places in a Seat near ey of 
* whom you was one. 
A at firſt could ſcatcely believe 55 
my Eyes: But the Pleaſure I con- 
ceiv'd, after having attentively con- 
ider d you, in aſſuring myfelf you 
was my long-loſt Sophia, is inerp el. * 
„ fible. I was fo taken up with look- . 
| © ing on you, that I ſaw but little 
HL of the Solemnity; which employ d 
1 3 your Attention too cloſely, to allow 

e pe to notice me. N 
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_ When it was finiſh'd, I plac'd 
* myſelf as near you as poſſible ; and, 
« obſerving yout Livery, I orderd 
« my Servant to follow you, which 
« he did, and return'd to inform me 
« where he had left you. I then 
| & haſten'd to the Coffee-Houſe near 
! © the End of the Street, where I en- 
4 quir'd whoſe Houſe it was, but was 
* aftoniſh'd to find it belong'd to Po- 
„tion. I was much terrify' d, when 
* they inform'd me of the Manner of 
his Death; but was too impatient 
« to ſee my deareſt Sephia, to ſtay to 
„ fſpend Time upon Reflections: 1 
1 * made what Haſte T could to bleſs 
© myſelf with the Sight of one, who 
« is the deareft Perſon left me in 
this World, and which was the only 
“Thing wanting to render mY * 
« 1 W e * 
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CHASE. a... 


| Sophia is extreamly happy. Wap 


a Lelter from Leonora. Mr. Wealthy 
brings a Gentleman, whoſe Preſente 
gives So phia a7 agreeable Sur priæc. 


V Uncle baving thus far fatis- 
fy'd my Cariofity, again ar- 


denily embrac'd- me, with Tears in 
his Eyes. I then ask'd him, Why 
he was ſo unkind as not to "anſwer 


the Letters I ſent him? But he aſ- 


ſur'd me, That he had receiv d mane, 


but that ſent by Cordelio. 
I then order'd a Collation, and Tai 


Wine; wherewith having refreſh'd 
himſelf, he begg'd me to inform him 


what had befallen me ſince he had 
ſeen me, and what lucky Turn of 


Fortune had thrown me v4 the Com- 


pany of that agreeable Lady. 
Ona this I repeated my Adventures, 
ſince the Time I had leſt Venice, to 
that 


N 
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that happy Minute; not forgetting 
Potion's Villainy, Hor the Sweetnelis and 
| Good-nature' of his Niece Clara. He 
was charm'd with her Goodnets ; and 
told her, He ſhould always. ac- 
knowledge it as done to himſelf: For 
that he regarded me as well as he 
ſhould have done his own Child, were 
ſhe now alive. | 
He would have taken a Houſe in 
Town, but the Chambers the Doctor 
had us'd being. ſtill empty, Clara 
begg'd him to accept of them, there 
being Room enough both for him and 
the other Gentleman ; which he tid, 
after ſome Entreaty. 4 
Fortune now ſeem'd to dd Plea- 
ture in delighting me, and look'd as 
if ſhe had reſolv'd to make me Amends 
for all the Misfortunes I had ran thre! : 
For while I was warm with the Sa- 
tisfaction of my Uncies Return, the 
following Letter was brought me by 
2 Footman from Leonora; whole Ab- 


tence had made me refi gu all Hopes 
2 38 1 


reſort to. 
for the Time, but did not cure me, for 
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of ever ſeeing, or hearing from her 


Dear SorhrA, | 


FOON of after you went in Search ” 
e your Mother and Uncle, I fell into 
and a deep. 


4 ane F Spirits; 
Melancholly encrea ng on me, my 


Friends began to apprehend ſome bad 


(Conſequences wor follow; if I did 


nut take ſome ſpeedy Method of ſhaking 


i off. - With much Perfwaſjon, I 
agreed to try if following the pablick 


Amuſements Mou relieve me. 


dreſs d, and ſhone forth at the Operas, 
Balls, Plays, and all other Places, 
that the Toung, Gay, and Unthinking 
Theſe Meetings reliev'd me 


n private Hours were as be, ore. 
My Mind was full of idle Funcies, 


borrible Images, and frightful Dreams, 


which ſtill kept me a Kramer ul 
Kepa. 


. 22 J labour d nne this Melan- | 
3 . 4 Lady F my Ann 
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and her. Brother came to take their 
Leave of me, being to ſet out for 
Paris in two Days. As we had 
been pretty intimate, our . parting be- 
gan to be tender; when, of a ſudden, 
it ſtruck into my Head, That as this 
Lady and her Brother were People of 
a pleaſant Diſpoſition, it wou'd p74 
if I bore them Company, the Sadneſs 
f mine. I begg'd they would let me 
40 with them, and they were pleas d 
with the Requeſt. Every Thing was 
ſettled, and we ſet out for Dover in 
three Days. We waited there ſome 
Time for a 7 ind; but the. Time did 
net paſs tedious, for the Gaiety of my 
Company gave me more Pleaſure than 
T had felt for ſome Months paſt, Our 
Intimacy encreas'd. every Day, till at 
laſt I could percerve the young Gentle 
man, whom I will call Riot, had a 
farther Liting for me than | what 
Friendfbip inſhires. 

e had not been long in Paris, Be. 
ore he made a full Declaration of 
brs e bon e me : But, alas! my | *\\ 
I & dear = If 


2 2 
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dear Sophia, he was too late. I hag 
already fixt upon a young Officer in 
the Gens des Arms. Jie caught my 


Hes, and 2 Heart pov 'd their 
Choice. 


As we had daily Opportunities of 


conver ſing, he as ſoon diſcover'd my 
Inclinations, as Thad done Mr. Riot“. 
nor WAS Riot inſenfible of his Rivas 
more ' prevailing Accompliſhments. --- 
My Neglef# of him, ſet him upon Re- 
venge; but ſuch as ſure a Man if 
Honour never could be infþir'd witi, 


He deluded me to a private Part , 


one of the publick Gardens, and there 


attempted a Violence that Modeſiy could 


not but reſent. 

Luckily, for my Preſervation, 2 
Officer had follow'd us at a Diſtance 
into this Retreat; and, hearing me 
cry out, came to my Reſcue. pre- 


vail d, but not without great. Dif- 


| freulty, with my too Lovers to let this 
Matter drop in Silence; telling Riot, 
i freely forgave the Violence he had 


5 . and N Lafeu (ch was my 
Luer 
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| Liner s Name) would not reſent it, I 
would immediately make him, at the 
next Church, Maſter of my Perſon, as 
| be had from the finſt Sight been 
| Ruler of my Heart. 
This Propoſe had its defir d Effect. 
| I kept my Mord, have liv'd happy 
ith the beſt of Husbands ever ſince, 
and am now come to England with 
lim; where nothing can "add to my 
Satisfafion, but the ſeeing my dear 
pins, and happy ” 98 
| LEONORA LAFEU. 


'T his Letter pleas'd me extreamly ; 
and I ſent a folemn Injunction to 
Leonora and her Husband, to dine 
with me the next Day, or the * 
following at fartheſt. 

My Uncle retir 'd to his Lada 
for that N icht, and return'd the next 
Morning in a Hackney Coach with 
his Trunks and Portmanteaus, together 
with his Companion: And I was agree- 
ably ſurpriz'd to find it was Nicamden; 
* bom, tho he was nn alter d, I ſill | 


knew 
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% 
knew very well. He expreſs d a great 
deal of Pleaſure in ſeeing me ſo well, 


and for my Part I was extrcamly g glad 
to ſee him. 


As our Conant; a good deal 
turn'd upon the various Scenes of Liſe 


we had ran thro' , I begg'd Nicander, 
whom, I had not ſeen for ſome Years, 


to let us know what Fortune had be- 


fel him, ſince, my dear Cyrdelio and he 
were Friends. 


began as follows. 


He NI, and 


c H A P, XII. 
Nicander S . N 


1 + 


my worthy Friend, and your 


& unfortunate Fi Bas Curdelio, told 


4 


you, that Evening he providentially 


4 fay'd my Life from the Ruffians, the 
1 Friendly Caution I gave him, con- 


1 cerning 


e 0 U may RE TS en 
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4 * cernin g an infamous Woman he had 

t acquainted with, when we were 
4 in Florence together; from thence, I 
4 believe, I muſt begin my Hiſtory. 

A few Hours after I had parted 
« ith Gordelio, and warn'd him of the 
9 Danger he was plunging in, my Ser- 

vant came to me in a great Hurry, 
« and begg'd 1 would take care of 
“ myſelf, for ſome Villains had a De- 
« fign that Night to murder me. T 
« was greatly ian d at this unexpect- 
„ed News, well knowing I had not 
been guilty of Wrong to. any Body, 
that ſhould provoke them to ſo in- 
human an Action. 

« The Fellow inſiſted upon the 
Truth of his Aſſertion; and told me, 
That as he ſtood at the Inn, a little 
within the Stable Door, he heard 
„ two Men venting horrid Execrations 
«againſt ſome Perſons, which excited 
his Curioſity ; and that he got be- 
4 hind the Door, and heard good Part 

ef their Diſcotirſe. The firft Words 
6 he heard yes ts, the Villain, 
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« he has blown up all our Scheme. I 
_< over-brard him guſt now Calttivnns 
« Cordelio, g/Ving our BiftreſS f. ich 
„ an. in famous Charatter, as mil 
< needs pu, him upon Enquiries, and 
4 402 fo all never have an Opportunity 
« of rifling him. Bu (reply'd the 
« other, with a dreadful Oath) ['// be 
reven'd up'n bis Friend; Nicander, 
I Fine he's call'd, 1 TH teach him 
to interfere in other Mens Affairs. 
« f you'll fiand by me, this Night 
« welt meet him behind the Abby 
« Wali, aud cut him into Atoms. 
The other readily agreed to the 
„Murder, and they parted. - by 
% gear Maſter, (continu'd the Servant) 
lade the Trwn this Night ; for theje 
« ba;barous Villains are always 
< punctua] in I 1fehicf, and will cer 
* faiuly execute their wicked De- 
27 = . 
* 1 8 too well the Nature of 
« tlioſe Bravocs, not to approve of my 
« dervant's Advice, I order'd- him to 
fly to Gyrdczo, let him know 42 
5 os « he 


I — 


| 
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1 he had heard, and perfwade him to 
go off with me that Evening, leſt 


„when they miſsd me they ſhould 


„ ſeek their Revenge on him. 
„The Servant went to every Place, 
« publick and private, where Cordelio 


« us'd to frequent, but without mect- 


4 ing him. This Diſappeintment gave 
« me great Uneaſineſs; but as my own 
« Life was at Stake, 1 was oblig d to 
« decamp without any farther Search 
« after Gordelzo, only I left two Let- 


ters for him at two different Coffce- 


„ Houſes, where he was moſt likely 


eto meet with them. 


We mounted our Horſes about 
& Two O'Clock in the Afternoon, and 
6 before Nine arriv'd at P7/+ ; Where 
« being out of the Reach of thoſe 
« Villains, I recolſected my Spirits, 


« and fat down with more Eaſe than 
I had done ever ſince my Servant ac- 


* quainted me E theſe Murdercrs De- 


« ſign. 


[if During my Stay in this Town, 
« wh fell in Love with a Lady, whoſe 
15 Name 
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Name was Loui ſſa. She had been 
Wife to a rich Merchant, who dy'd 


in the firſt Year of his Marriage, 


and left her a handſome Fortune. 


She was about Eight and Twenty, 


very graceful in her Perſon, and of 
an Underſtanding ſuperior to moſt 
of her Sex. I let her know my 
Inclinations, and ſhe did not ſeem 
diſpleas d. We had many Con- 
verſations together, and at laſt 1 
ask d the ultimate Queſtion, Whether 
ſhe approv'd of me enough to make 
me her Husband. She refus'd an 
immediate Anſwer, and Gdefird a 


few Days for Confideration. 


« I thought the Time went very 
ſlowly; for I was really fo fond 
of her, that all my future Happineſs 


ſeem'd to depend upon her Re- 


ſolution. In three Days after ſhe 


{ent me a Letter with theſe Words, 


which I ſhall remember as long as 
I live, they being the Cauſe of an 
Action I muſt for ever repent. 


« {48 
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4 9 my Arai, 1 my Hogs 
hott Will, has ſome Power 
« over my Fortune, TI can't think of 
« « ſettling for Life without his Con- 


ſent. » Gain that, and you yep not 
pan 1 the he good Wiſhes of 


0 
7 


0 This n Conſent of the dear 


« * Loviſa gave me Tranſports inex- 


* preſſible; nor did I doubt but her 
© Brother's would come as eaſily : But, 
« alas! how was I deceiv'd? 


« When I mention'd the Affair to 


Don Peres (that was his Name) 


« with a ſtern Survey of me, and a 


long Pauſe; he reply'd, No, Sir, 
« I don't like the - Propoſal. ＋ have 
ven my Promiſe to Henriquez, 
« and muſt not recal it: Don Peres 


0 is a Man of Honour. I would have 


agu d with him, but he turd 
“upon his Heel, and declin d all far- 
Win ' ther Converſation. | 


X 3 T TY 


2s Louisa. | 
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cc 


| a. % 


cc 


« This unexpected Rebuff ſtung me 
to the Soul. I thought I ſhould 
haye gone mad; and, to add 1 
my Diſtreſs, I could not by a 

— obtain a Meeting with 2 
nor get a Letter to her. She 
never appear d in Publick, either at 


Church or the Opera; from which 


J concluded, That upon her Bro- 
ther's telling her my Offer, ſhe had 
ſhewn ſome Inclination to me, and 
he had lock'd her up, to break off 
our Correſpondence. 

I continu'd in this Dilemma for up- 


wards of a Month; when walking 
one Day under the Piazza of the 


great Church, I ſaw Don Perez, 


and an odd ſoppiſh Kind of a 


Man with him. I look'd upon 
this to be the happy Henriques, 


wy whom - my dear 9 Was de- 


0 ha I peſs d by, I heard Doh 
Peres lay, That's the Fellow that 
evould have diſgrac'd my Family, 


wa mar Hing My Sifter : At which 
cc the 


| « 1 
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| che other ſet up a loud Laugh. I 

4 turn'd ſhort upon him; and 8 
him, If there was any Thing 

| © ridiculous in me, that ſhould: poi 

| « fion that unmannerly Mirth. - 

Don Peres reply d, in his uſual 

rough Manner, It zs natural to Jaugh, 

, when Fools paſs by. — Henriques 

* renew'd his Mirth. I ask'd Don 

i . If I was the Fool he meant. 


* Certainly, reply d Henrique E, with 


another great Laugh. —— I fhantk 
« you, Sir, anſwer'd I, for your, In- 
4 « formation, and. thus 1 pay val for 

4 %t. Saying theſe Words, I ſtruck 
„ his Hat off, — Our Swords Were 
immediately out, but the People 
« going to Church ruſh'd in m_ 
« parted us. Some Friends 1001. them 


« away, and I return'd to, my 
r 


2 - = Evening, 1 receiy 4 a Ne 


4 to this ae : 


p : * 4 
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4 Man of my Family and Honour 


« can't” 7 S Foer —— 1 deſire 20 ſee 
* %% in We Walk behind the New 


4 Cue e W alt * To-. - Mor r0W Mo ning, 


4 * — - 
d * KR 
1 1 


3 P. 8. 7 ſhall be alone. 


. At the Time mention d, I took 


« NED Sword and Piſtols and went to 
When 1 


4 the Place appointed. - 
4 firſt came, 1 could not ſee m 


* Antagoniſt; and began to think ks. 
of had either repented, | over-ſlept his 


— Time, or been prevented by ſome 
= of his Friends: And indeed T muſt 


confeſs, J ſhould have been glad of | 


any Occaſion that might have pre- 


40 227 our Engagement; : er I 
« trembled more at the Apprehienſion | 
of ſpilling another's Piood, than at 

lofing my own. But Cuſtom will 


4 tyrannize, and Honour muſt be 
5 | is maintain'd, 


* * 0 U Bios! n An ion that | 


Pe Bo {Thad 55 . Hexal 
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10 mairitain'd, tho' at the Expence of 
| 4: Conſtience. -- 
« While I was refleRting upon theſe 
« unnatural Deciſions, a Piſtol fir'd, 
and the Ball went through my Hat. 
1 turn'd haftily round, and ſaw 
Henrique ſpringing from behind 
an old Buttreſs of the Coltedge, with 
another Piſtol ready to diſcharge at 
me, which, before I could get up 
* tb him, he did; but, by the Di- 
« rection of Providence, it miſs'd me. 
+ Enrag'd at this cowardly Proceed- 
in without ſpeaking one Word, 
I ran up, and ſhot him dead in the 
8. Spot. FE [ap 
I had a Horſe nr waiting at 
% 4 little Diſtance from the Place, and 
« my faithful Servant with him. Soon 
4 as I recollected, I made the beſt of 
my Way to the Sea-Side; where 1 
„ hird a Veſſel, and "uu fake intq 


France. 
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« 'Y Mind was now tormented 
«.- beyond the Power of Man 
< to bear. This Murder, (for I could 
& call it no other, tho' authoriz d by 
« daily Example) lay heavy on me; 
ce all my Hopes were expir'd of ever 
<« ſeeing Lou ja more, and every Com- 


« fort loſt in my conflicting Paſſions, 
00 which ſeem' d to threaten Horror | 


c and Diſtraction. 


I lock 'd myſelf up, gave Way to 
6 « Melancholy Deipair ; and had 


00 expir'd fo, had it not been for an 
<« old Fryar, whom I was acquainted 


© with in my former Travels, This 


« good Man, hearing I was arriv'd, 
© came to me. I told him my Situa- 


tion, laid open my whole Heart 
of to him, and the dreadful Effects 
R * my 


'7 


« 
0 


* opties Shakeſpear: 153 . 
« my Folly | and Raſhnets' had pro- 1 
« duc'd. 
„This worthy Fiyar gently Te- 
" proy'd, and warmly comforted me. 
« He urg'd, That no Law could 
call what I had done Murder, ſince 
it was no more than Self- Defence 5 
“ and, in that Caſe, he look'd u 
© baſely yielding up my own Life 
« more criminal, than taking the 
Life of him who had determin'd 
my Death. Many ſoothing Argu- 
ments he us'd, and concluded with 
an Exhortation to Prayer and Peni- 
« tence; and to ſubmit myſelf entirely 
4 10 the Mercy of that all-forgiving 
„ Power, whole Wiſdom, | as his 785 
© neſh is infinite. 
I muft confeſs his Reaſons had 
« 10 good an Effect upon me, that 
e I began to revive, and look upon 
« that Gloom of Horror I had ſo 
( long been bury'd in, like a Dream 
e the Morning Light had diſſipated. | 
7 NY baniſh'd Deſpair, and the 
e Hopes 
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« Hopes of Divine Mercy brought 
« Peace and Happineſs. 

This good Man's Converſation was 
“ ſo agreeable to me, that I never ſaw 
« him but I felt an unuſual Pleaſure; 


« and had ſome Thoughts of ending 
« my Days in France, that T might 


« not loſe ſo comfortable a Friend. 


As my Mind grew compos'd, the 
0 Thoughts of Louiſa grew more and 


1 more predominant: And I at laſt 
« fixt upon a Project, that, if her 
« Love reſembled mine, would cer- 


« tainly bring us once more together, 
« and that for Life ; which was, To 


4 ſend a Stranger to Piſa, with a Let- 


« ter for Louiſa, whole Purport ſhould 
f be no more than juſt to let her 
“ know. where I was; or, if the 
? „ Meſſenger could not ſee her at a 
* proper Place 'to deliver the Letter, 
«.to get near her at Church, or any 
« other publick Place, and whiſper by 
« her N icander s at Marſeilles. — 
2 ' Either of thele Things done, the 


„ * Letter 
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60 Letter deliver d, or the Words ſpoken, 

« he ſhould return immediately. 
« T communicated my Deſign to the 

0 Fryar, for I now did nothing with- 
« out his Advice. He not only ap- 
prov'd it, but provided me a truſty 
« Man for the Meſſenger; wiſhing, 
« at. the ſame Time, that he might 
Alive to have the Pleaſure of Junung 
« our Hands. 

© ”Tis not eaſy to conceive the 
« anxious Hours ths, paſs d, between 
« the ſetting out of the Meſſenger 
and his retura. They would have 
been inſupportable, had not my 
_ © holy Friend mitigated their Torments 

« by his Converſation. - + 1 
When the Meſſenger return'd, 0 

« how impatient was I to hear him, 

« and yet how much afraid! But, 
is meal} by my Friend the Eryar, 

I begg'd he would truly relate what 

had happen'd, without adding a 

* Word to pleaſe, or a Circumftance 
« to torment ES 

| i 20 4 This, 
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his, ſaid the Meſſenger, 7zs the 
c 77 th The firſt Day [ ſpent it 
« finding out whether Louila was 


« marry'd, as your Fears ſuggeſted, 
"but found to the contrary ; whether 


« (be went frequently Abroad to Di- 
dine Service, was anſewer d in the 
« Affermatrove, and told the Church 


« ſbe went. to every Morning: But I 


« never mention'd Louila's Name, but 
« the Murder of Henriquez was im- 
« meazately related; and, upon en- 


„ quiring into the Particulars, all 
« agreed he was baſely ſhot by a 


„ Stranger, who is ſince fled This 
general Report made me diſtruſt my 
«< Succeſs with Louiſa; however, as J 


«© had promis'd, ſo I reſod to ſpeak 


« to her, for I found it would be 
* dangerous to attempt ſending the 
« Letter. "7% a e 

« Next Morning I watch'd her to 


& Church, follow'd her in, and knelt 
* down by her; and, under Pretence 
, looking over her Book, put my 


« Moath cloſe to her Ear, and ſaid, 


« NICANDER 


« Sound ſbe 


N the ſame Tone 7 had ſpoke— 


« Manner, ſaid, 
BRAVE and HoxeST.——#He roſe, 
« as the Service directed, and ſbe made 


. - 4 
1 · K. 
1 
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« NICANDE NIS Now AT MAR- 

« SEILLES, IN FRANCE. Upon the 
ſtarted, and ber 7 

« Joſt their Colour in a Moment; 

* ſudden and ſo viſible was the 2 

« eration, that I was afraid ber 

« Concern Would have made ſome Dif 


A covery : But ſbe kept her Place, 


and her Concern was only viſible 
« ;n her Face. ] kept my Poſture ; ö 
„and, after a Iittle Time, 2 reply d 


„HE IS A MURDERER. I heard, 
&« Buf delay d my Anſewer for ſome 
&« Moments —— Then, in the former 
VIKTUOUS, 


« no Reply; but, when we knelt 


1 again —— ſe. aid — Ir RR 
„ courĩrp PROVE THAT, 1 * Haf- 
18 PY. 1 * | 5 = 3 Fl 
17 Here I interrupted. bil aer, _ 
And did not you immediately tel! 
| 70 all the Story, from firſt to laſt, as 


« yvu have heard me relate it 1-— 
'2 4 9 op 4 ft, = _ 


Loa © 


« 2 young Son, ſays the Fryar, 


cc 

ce 
cc 
ic 


| « 


recolleff what Time he had to tell 


a Story. —— Go on, continu'd he 
to the Meſſenger 
proceeded thus. 

« ] anfwer'd —— Give HIM AN 
OPPORTUNITY, AND HE CAN —— 
LET HIM SEE OR HEAR FROM 
vou. Service WAS NOW ending; 


and, as ſhe roſe, I gave her your Lei- 
ter, and ſhe ſaid 


ILL SEND. 
« This is all I have done —— all I 
could do —— and, for the reſt, 


Louiſa muſt contrive it. —— If ſhe 
loves, ſhe won't want Invention; if 


not, you miſt be contented with her 
Silence, and think no more of her. 


[IP This Meſſage, tho' doubtful, was 


rather inclin'd to the Tender than 


the Cruel: Yet Lovers generally ſup- 
« poſe the worſt, and this was m 


« Caſe; for 1 imagin d ſhe believ'd, 


4 with the reſt of the People, that 
« T had baſely murder'd Henriques ; 


and, to confirm that Opinion, her 


4 own Wend expreſs d as much. 


00 But 


Who _ | 


i 


© Adding, with great Pleaſure, Jf ſe 


\ | 


e Shakeſpear, IST 


« But then ſhe Kindly wiſh'd me 


« innocent —— There Hope appear'd 
again. My own perplext Brain 
could not reſolve on Hope or De- 
« ſpair; but my Friend laught at my 
« Doubts, and read the Meſſage as a 
certain Proof of Louiſas Love 


— * —.— 


« Joves fo well as 1 think, it is not 


1 Lochs or 1 can keep her from 


% you. 
« 'Two Months J waited w th all the 


« Impatience of a longing Lover but 


<« heard no News, in which Time I was 


* 


fore d to take up Money upon my 


4 Eftate; which was before mortgag'd 


«6: 


N 


for above Half its Worth, in order 


to purchaſe Merchandiſe. The Ship 
© in which I had ſent my Effects, to 


(cc 
0 


my very great Loſs, was caſt away; 
and the Captain, who was my par- 


A 


« ticular Friend, and moſt of tlie 


« Sailors periſ d. — was not inſenſi- 
« ble of my Folly in taking up more 


« {Fs bur was s reſolv d to continue 


— Z. 4s at 
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11.9 at Marſilles a conſiderable Tine 


| 2 0 

1 40 re of ſceing the dear Louiſa. 4 

| 1 — 1 tv 1 0 

5 + 5 f ( 
| | GAA Þ.:. IV; 

. n & Nicander's Sor y. | 

os N E Day, as the friendly Fryar wu 

* and I were at our Study, a 


« Servant came and told me, a . 
<« man juſt arriv'd defir'd to ſpeak with 
© me at an adjacent Inn. I was 
* ſurpriz d to hear of a Stranger's en- 
4 quiring for me, as very few, People 
« knew where I was. I would have 
t evaded going, but the Fryar inſiſted 
upon it. I told him my Fears, That 
it might be ſome Perſon from Perez, 
or from Henriquez”s Family, either 
& to endeayour to force me back to 
« Pa, or take a ſudden deſperate Re- 


< yenge upon me. — He encourag'd 
— | 1 
me 
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© me ftill; and, to put an End to my 
“Fears, faid, He would go with me, 
« and ſhould | any ſuch Attempt be 
«© made as I had eee he had 
PFover enough to prevent the Execu- 
tien of l.. f 
« We went together, and was con- 
« ducted into a Room, where we found 
« a young Cavalier in a Riding-Drels ; 
who, upon our Entrance, roſe up 
4% and faluted us. We ſat down, and 
e a general Silence enſu'd. I was not 
« much ſurpriz d at this Behaviour, 
« fince J imagin'd the Fryar's Preſetice, 
e as his Buſineſs was with me, pre- 
© yented his diſcovering it; and there- 
„fore nodded to the Fryar, who took 
© the Hint, and went out. 
e When he was gone, 1 civilly ask d 
c the Stranger his Buſineſs with me. 
„He reply'd, Sir, if your Name Bs 
Nicander, 7 am come in Behalf of a 
« fair Lady, who has told me you 
( hade made ſome Overtures of Mar- 
c riage to her- Her Name is Louiſa. 
be Fara 4 to conſider of Your. 
N 5 Fun; 4 
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“ Pe opoſal.. She has gone. ſo; and, ar 
« am nearly related to her, » ſhe. has 
178 on me to bring you her Refolu- | 


« tion, and there it is. 

« Here he gave me a Letter; which, 
with Fear and Trembling I open'd, 
< and read, to- yy great Surprize, this 
“ ſhort Couplet: 


« if A can k ce, 
cc 70 hen look on me. 
60 Lov SA. 


A 


ce My OI was ſo great, at the 


0 


A 


unexpected Contents of the Letter, 
« that I almoſt loſt my Senſes, till at 
% length I was enough recover'd to 


look up to the Object that preſented 


«it; when, to my Aſtoniſhment, I 
« ſaw it was Louiſa herſelf (for the 


4 had, while I was reading, took off 
© er" Riding-Cap) who had made uſe 
of this innocent Artifice to make her 


“ Viſit more agrecable. I flew in 
« Rapture to her kneel'd, kiſs'd 
« her *. and made uſe of all the 


. Thanks | 


W 5 


. a 1 | 2 
* 1 N 
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4 vine. My Lhuiiſa too ſeem'd pleas d 
« with my ,Tranſports, and gave me 
« Tokens of unalterable Love. 

When our firſt Extacics were over, 
I began, according to her laſt Injunc- 


« tion, which my Meflenger brought 


me, to clear myſelf of the Murder 


* of Henriques : But ſhe ſtopt me 
« ſhort ; ſaying, Had I not been webs 


« /atisfy'd in that Affair, you- had 
« never ſeen me here. Long have 


« you labour'd under the Characten of 
being baſe and cowardly, but Hen- 


« riquez's S2rvant has convinced the 
% World of the contrary. He Was 


« conceal d with bis Maſter, and auas 


x "0 aft in the villainoss Deſign upon 
your Life, but had tuo much Hu 


« a ; and has ſince confeſs* 4 
( what his Mafier did, and Wiat he 
« evould have had him ſeconds . | 
„Our Converſation was ſo , agrees 


« able, our Happineſs ſo great, and our 


* Love 0 extravagant, that I quite | 


2 | forgot 


- 


: " Sap Sbakeſſeat. | _ : | 
Thanks and Adoration, Love, ſur- 
a & priz'd into ſudden Extacy, could di- 


6, + *.45 
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oi forgot my Friend, the Fiyar: : . 114 
C 7 wondering at my Stay with a Stran- 
& ger, came in abruptly to know the 
« Reaſon. | 
« Upon his Entrance, I begg'd that 
* worthy Man might put it beyond 
the Power of Fortune to divide us 
* more. I conſent, faid Louiſa, but 
7 firſt muſt inform you, That I have 
© no Fortune, more than Jewels to 
« the Value of Eight Thouſand, Lewis | 
6 77 Ors, which 7 have brought with * 
% me: For 1 Brother has kept 4 
« « Fe Eye upon me ever ſince the 
« Death of Henriquez, nur has ever 
* {offer d me, unteſs to Church, to ſtir 
«out of the Honſe. His Enmity to 
« you, notwithſtanding your approv'd 
* Vunocence, Will never be appeas d; 
" © and when he knows of my Flight, 
« and hears of my Marriage, his In- 
4 « veteracy, doubtleſs, wilt be encreas'd; 
« fo that I can never think of a far- 
per Supply from my Fortune in bis 
< « Hands. wa, 


„ ard 


a | * W_YWI : . _ 


© © ſhip added to our Happineſs - 
„But we never had any Anſwer. 


by griey'd . vety _ ; nor was 


= $42 v 
da N 
* * 
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1 . 1 wierd the Objedtion, and inſiſted 


upon an immediate Union of our 


« Hands; which, after many Argu- 
ments, me on to. The Fryar, 


« with Surprize ang Tears of Joy, per- 
« form d the Ceremony; which finiſh d, 
* Love, Tranſport and Friendſhip, took 


© up all. our houghts. 


We lived in a grand Manner, ini 
“ a fine Houſe and noble Equipage ; 
« which, in about eight Months Time, 


NY al ruin'd the Remains of my 
e {mall Fortune: So that I was forc'd, 
« tho' much againſt my Will, to part 
„with ſome of my Wife 8 Jewels. 
This led me to the ſhocking Thought 
« of what would become of us, when 
all thoſe Diamonds were diſpes' d of. 


1 wrote a handſome Letter to Pe- 
A rex, to let him know of our Mar- 


*«. riage; telting him how much Joy it 


& would give us, to have his Friend- 


« The Unkindneſs o her * 


« the 
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* ſhe quite caſy, when ſhe reflected on 
our declining Fortune. But the dear 
Creature did not live long enough 
* to feel the unhappy Effects of it 
E She was big wits Child, and had 
been ill for ſome Time; when, by 
ee the Doctor's Ad vice, ſhe when out 
„ in a Poſt-Chaiſe to take the Air. 
« It unfortunately happen'd that by the 
_« Horkes taking Fright, the Chaiſe was. 
run againit a Tree and over-ſct, 
e This Accident had ſuch an Effect 
« upon her, that ſhe had ſcarce got 
Home before ſhe miſcarry' d; and, in 
«© two Hours after, notwithſtanding all 
the Aſſiſtance Money could procure, 
« ſthe. dy'd. You may eaſily ima- 
gine (continu'd Nrcander) how much 
„ her Death afflicted me, ſince even 
now I can't prevent my, Tears over- 
« flowing to her Memory.“ 


Here Nicanaer oontinu flent ſome 
Time; but when he had a little got 
the e of his Grief, lie went on 
thus: — 
ES ia K After 
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N « Aſter my Wife $ Death, A e 
« Fever ſeiz d me; and L lay near I 
« a Month, without any Proſpect of | 
« Recovery. Thdugh many Phyſicians 
« attended me, I ſhould never have | 
got over it, had not the Fryar's 
friendly Converſe and Ad vice has 
more effectual than their Medicines : 
For indeed, the Indiſpoſition of my 
« Body, proceeded from the Torture of 
„ my Mind. 4 
At length 1 ce and, when 
« I was capable of looking into my 
Affairs, found myſelf very much in 
« Debt. I fold almoſt all the Re- 
« mainder of Loniſas Jewels, paid 
every Creditor his Demand, and had 
« Two Thouſand Lewis 4 Ors in my 
Pocket. | „ 
„With this Money pretty d to retire 
with my Friend, and never think of 
„ any Thing farther, than 1har peace- 
4 ful Hour that puts an End to all 
Misfortunes. But the Fryar oppos d 


. 1 ae lying, Grief would 
1 * ſubſide; 
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* ſubſi 1 ; Time would efface the 
ſh Memory of Louiſa; freſh Paſſions 
“ would riſe; and I ſhould repent my 
« raſh Retirement: And he was 
« right; for though Solitude now 
&« pleas d me, and I kept cloſe in 
«© my Chamber for near two Months, 
« an Inclination to change my Situa- 
« tion I found growing very ſtrong 
% upon me. I had a Mind to viſit 
« my Friends in England, and re- 
64 ſolv'd upon the Journey.——T com- 
« municated my Thoughts to. the 


« Fryar, who approv'd my . 5 


and advis'd me, by all Means, to 
out... 

., put the greateſt Part of my 
4 Money into a Banker's Hands at 


Mui ſeilles, and only took what 1 
thought would bear my Expences 
« *till'T return'd, and what was left 
« of my Wife's Jewels. After taking 
Leave of the Fryar, who parted 
„ from me with all the Marks of 
« a fincere Friendſhip, I got on 


* en a Veſſel bound for England. 
ft „We 


i, 


Sophia tl. 1 


„ We had a pleaſant, eaſy Voyage; 


| « w 
44 
(e 


and the agreeable Converſation of the 


Captain, and ſome Paſſengers on 


board, made it reliſh better.. 
1 wander d about from Coffee⸗ 
Houſe to Tavern, but found but few 


© of my Acquaintance — None of my 
old Intimates ; Death, or Change of 
_ Buſineſs, had removd them all. F 
took a Lodging in Piccadilly, and 
was returning to it, after having 
been three Weeks in Town, when 


thoſe Ruffians attack'd me, from 


inp Gordelio ſo fortunately reſqued 


After the kind Aſſiſtance he 
bein 'd me, Madam, in Leonora's 
Houle, the next Day I was ſo well 


recover'd of my Wound that I went 


Home, and there found a Wound of 
much more deſperate Conſequence: 


It was a Letter from the Fryar; 
which inform'd me, The Banker, 
Vers whom I had truſted my Caſt, 


gone off. The News diftraed 

kung rode Poſt immediately t 
Ne ot on board a Veſſcl, acl 
| 5 18 fail d 
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s faild for Maryeilles, which I reah' 


in a few Days. 


I found the Fryar's Account yoo 
true; for the Banker was gone, and 
had leſt many other People in equal 
Diſtreſs with myſelf. It was reported 
he was fled to Venice; and, according 
to the Reſolution of ſoma others 


whom he had wrong'd, I purſu'd | 


him.—— But, alas! to no Purpoſe; 
for, notwithſtanding all my Enquiries, 


I could not gain the leaſt Tidings 


of him. 


Thus mnt of the en 
Part of the ſmall Fortune I had 
left. —- What to do in this miſe- 
* rable Situation, I could not di- 
At length, after a long 
and unſucceſsful Search after the 
Banker, I return'd to England, and 


liv'd very retir'd at Greenwroch. 


I continu'd here neat three Years ; | 
and, tho' I livd in a very frugal 
Manner, yet all my Subſtance was 
« juſt exhauſted, when I accidentally 
met with this worthy Gentleman 


pointing 


ze ! 1 
|: * f 
{ 
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4 aka to my Uncle) whoſe Mu- 

| < nificence and Goodneſs to me I for- 
bear to deſcribe; ſince generous 
| © Virtue is better pleas d with filent 


| | © Acknowledgment, than with repeated 
1 0 be or linkin; and | | 


CHAP. xv. 1 


Leonora dal ter Hhishand viſt W 
phia, wwho ſeem extreamiy happy in | 
each other. Nicander marries 7 
ra. Mr. Wealthy's Generofity. His 
Death. Sophia determines never to 
marry again, but to ſpend the Re- | 
mainder of ber Da roſe in Relire- 

wack 4 
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Hus Walen 2 his Story; 3 
and really the many Misfortunes 
he had met, and the patient Reſigna- 
tion with which he bore. them, ſo af- 
( | | | | „ 4 a fected 
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feed the whole Company that we 
were all growing melancholly. — — 
But my Uncle chang'd the Subject, 

and call'd for Cards, in order to diſ- 


perſe the Grief Nicander's Tale had 


given Us. 

The next Day 2 and her 
Husband came to viſit me. I greatly 
approv'd her Choice, for Captain Lafer 
was a fine ſpritely Gentleman, of 


about Nine and Twenty. They were 
both full of Vivacity and Joy, and 
ſeem d extreamly happy in each other. 
Leonora expreſs d the higheſt Satis- 
| faction at this Interview; and we gave 


mutual Aſſurances of continuing our 


former Friendſhip. They ſtay'd. and 
din'd with us, and we p a0 the Time 
lin' d the In- 


very agreeably; but 
vitation of Supper, being engag'd to 


ſup with ſome French Gentlemen at 
their own Houle. 


One Day, as my Uncle and 1 were 


fitting together, Clara came running 


into the Parlour; and faid, My dear 


i120 „ you have 7 ng Wanted to 13 
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bow, and where the unfortunate Cor- 


delio was bury'd. I have juſt now 
found a Paper in one of my Uncle's 


 Dra'wers, which wil 3 ſatisfy your 


niceſt Enquiry. _ 

Saying this, ſhe gave me a Paper; 
which contain'd an Account of his being 
bury'd at Chelſea, i in a Manner ſuitable 
to the Dignity of his Family: And 
that one Mr. Worthy, who liv'd in 
Piccadilly, was the Hen at Law that 
had bury'd him, and was at preſent in 
the PoſliMMon of the Eſtate. | 


While we were looking over this- 


Paper, Nicander came in, and my 
Uncle put it into his Hands.” When 


he ſaw Mr. ' Worthy was the Perſon 


in Poſſeſſion of Cordeclig's Eſtate, he 


turn'd to me; and ſaid, Madam, y0# 
are very fortunate, in having your 


Eſtate in the Hands of a Gentleman of 


fo much Honour as Mr. Worthy. T7 
am perfectly acquainted with bim; 


and, I afſure you, there will be 1 far- 
ther 7. rouble in getting it reſtor' d to you, 
ban BIOS N to be the Wife of 

Cordelio. 
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Cordelio. — That, reply'd my Uncle, 
T can eaſil ly db; for, when I was at 


Geneva, / zook a Copy of the Certifi- 


cate, with the Atteſtations f the nene 
Clerk, and proper Officers. 

My Uncle and Nicander agreed to 
go to Mr. Yorthy the next Morning, 
which they accordingly did. He re- 
ceiv'd them very politely; and, on 
being inform'd of their Buſineſs, "Laid, 


with a great deal of good Nature, 


Hell, Gentlemen, fince you are come to 
take my Coufen's Eſtatè from me, VII 
n make a Virtue of Neceſſity, and re- 


An it with a good Grace: And, Iaſſure 
yor, had I known the Lady, and her 


Title 10 it, ſhe ſhould hade been put into 
Poſſefion of 1% as Joon as ſhe arrro'd 
in ToWn. 

My Uncle paid Mr. mW orth y a great 
many Compliments on this Occaſion, who 
anſwer'd them with much Politeneſs ; 


and receiv'd Nicander with all She 


Tokens of ſincere Friendſhip, notwith- 
Sending he came with a Gentleman to 
deprive. 


. 
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Merit him of 18 Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. als 

They both breakfaſted with Mr. 
Wirthy ; which, being ended, he dreſs d 
| himſelf}, and came with my Uncle and 
Nicander to pay me a Viſit. As ſoon 
as he ſaw me, and the firſt Ceremonies 
were over; he ſaid, Here, Madam, 
are the V, ritings of your unfortunate 
Husband's Eſiate May you, my 
fair Chilſin, Ive long and happy. 
The ſecret Pleaſure, the innate Satis= 
faction ariſing from a virtuous Aftion, 
is a ſufficient Reward for any temporal 
Loſs we may ſuſtain in the Accompliſh- 
ment of it. öl give you an Account, 
in a jew Days, of what Sums have 
been receiv'd and paid, duri ing my 
Stewardſhip, and inf 4 on paying you 
the Balance. 

It was ſome Time before I could re- 
turn him the Acknowledgements I Sons 


for Tears——The Memory of my dear 


Cordelio claim 'd this Tribute At 
length, the Violence -of my Grief being 
ſubſided, nder d him Abundance of 

| Thanks, 


41 
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Thanks, and applauded his Generofity 
and Honour. He ſtay'd Dinner, after 
| which he took his Leave, with a Promiſe 
of viſiting us again in a few Days: At 
the ſame Time, aſſuring us, That it 
was with Regret he leſt fi 2 good Com- 
pany; winch he ſhould. not have done 
o toon, had he not been under a Pre- 

r. 

When he was gone, our Converſa- 
tion tum d on the Goodneſs and Honour 
of this Gentleman.----In a few Days he 
return'd, brought his Account, and again 


inſiſted on my taking the Balance; which 
was upwards of Four Thouſand og a 


He ftay'd the Remainder of the Day 


and we parted with a mutual Promis 1 
of continuing our Acquaintance, and of 


doing good Offices for one another. 

NMicander and my Uncle tay'd in 
Town with us all the Winter; and, 
in the Beginning of April, they pre- 
vaild on Clara and me to accompa- 
ny them to my Uncle's Country- 


|. Houſe, which was commodiouſly and 
| agrecably ſituated near Greenwich, 


OE We 
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we had not been there long, when 
Mad was married to Clara. My 
Uncle, upon the Day of his Marriage, 
preſented him with the Leaſe of an 
Eſtate of One Hundred Pounds a Year, 
which he had lately purchas'd ; and made 
_ Clara a Preſent of Five Hundred Pounds, 
to buy her Wedding-Cloaths. 
Some ſhort Time after they both 
went to Town, to ſettle their Affairs. 
They had not been long abſent, when a 
malignant Fever feiz d on my Uncle, and 
carry d him to receive the Reward of all 
his Virtues; leaving the Character, from 
all who knew him, of one of the beſt of 
Men. We were all truly ſenſible of 
this fatal Stroke; but what * Heaven or- 
dains, muſt be ſubmitted to. 

My Uncle leſt me ſole Heireſs to Nine 
Hundred Pounds per Annum, and Five 
Thoufand Pounds in ready Money; only 
ordering me to pay to Nicander and his 
Wife One Thouſand Pounds, and a ſmall 
Sum to the Poor. I paid the Legacies 
as directed, and enter'd into Poſſeſſion of 4 
his Eſtate without any Trouble. I now 

reloty'd 
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reſoly'd- to ſpend the Remainder of my 
. Life unmarry'd, and to continue in this 
Retirement. 
| Nicander and Clara ſaid with me 
tbo a Year, and then remov'd to Lon- 
don. They often favour me with their 
Company, and ſo does Mr. Worthy and 
his Family; to whom I have left all I 
have at my Deceaſe, except One Thou- 
ſand Pounds to Clara, and Five Hun- 
dred Pounds to each of her Children. 
After experiencing various Viciſſitudes 
of F ortune, I am likely to cloſe my 
Days in Peace. TI enjoy all the Happi- 
neſs this World can give me — Have 
immenſe Riches Honourable Ac- 
quaintance — Sincere Friends — And 
aà Conſcience not loaded with Guilt. 
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